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1. RFI – LYRENACARRIGA LVIA INPUT 

1.1 Introduction 
The following sections address the individual (A, B, and C) points raised by An Bord Pleanála in their 
request for further information in relation to landscape and the visual impact on receptors. Points A, B, 
and C are addressed separately below in text, with reference to a large number of additional 

photomontages produced (as requested) and assessed separately in a number of appendices 
accompanying this written submission. The photomontages themselves can be seen in Appendix 1  – 
Photomontage Booklet. 

1.1.1 Statement of Authority 

MKO has developed extensive expertise and experience over the last 15 years in the Landscape and 

Visual Impact Assessment of a range of projects, including residential developments, quarries, road 
schemes, wind energy developments and a range of other projects. 

The following sections were was written by Jack Smith and Jack Workman. Jack Smith M.L., MSc., is a 

Landscape and Visual Impact Professional. He is an Environmental Scientist and Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment (LVIA) specialist with MKO. Jack is an Affiliate member of the British Landscape 
Institute and holds membership with the Landscape Research Group. Jack’s primary role at MKO is 

producing the LVIA chapter of EIA reports. 

Jack Workman, a Technician Member with the British Landscape Institute (TMLI), is the Landscape & 
Visual Team manager at MKO, he is an Environmental Scientist and Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment (LVIA) specialist. Jack’s primary role at MKO is producing the LVIA chapter of EIA reports 
for large infrastructure developments. Jack holds an MSc. in Coastal and Marine Environments and a 
BSc. In Psychology, membership with the Landscape Research Group, as well as membership with the 

Chartered Institute of Water and Environmental Management. 

1.1.2 Range of Turbine Dimensions Assessed 

The dimensions presented below are the range of hub height, blade length and overall tip height assessed 
within differing chapters of this EIAR and constitute a ‘reasonably limited range’:   

 Turbine Tip Height – 150m 

 Hub Height – Maximum height 93.5m, Minimum height 83.5m 
 Blade Length – Maximum length 66.5m, Minimum length 56.5m 

As outlined further below, the entire range of turbines was fully assessed using a number of 

photomontages comparing an alternative turbine configuration. Irrespective of which combination of hub 
height and blade length within the range outlined above is installed on site, the significance of residual 
landscape and visual effects will not be altered. Regardless of whichever configuration of turbine 

components is installed, the Tip Height of the turbines will be 150m. A blade length of 56.5m and a hub 
height of 93.5m was considered throughout the original EIAR assessment and is a representative 
illustration of the Proposed Development on the basis of professional judgement and on consideration of 

the range of turbines which could be installed. This combination of blade length and hub height 
(Maximum Hub Height and Minimum Blade Length, 150m Tip Height) has been identified as the most 
representative for assessment, on the basis that the greatest extent of the entire turbine structure (blades 

and tower) would potentially be visible from the viewpoints assessed in the EIAR. This turbine 
configuration (blade length of 56.5m and a hub height of 93.5m) of the reasonably limited range is termed 
as the ‘Highest Hub and Shortest Blade’: 
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 Highest Hub and Shortest Blade – All 15 No. Viewpoints. 
 Maximum Tip Height – 150 metres 

 Maximum Hub Height – 93.5 metres 
 Minimum Blade Length – 56.5 metres 

Irrespective of which combination of hub height and blade length within the range outlined above is 

installed on site, the significance of residual landscape and visual effects will not be altered. However, for 
the avoidance of doubt, an alternative turbine configuration of the longest blade and lowest hub is 
presented for three selected viewpoints included in the photomontage booklet accompanying this 

document, this configuration is termed ‘Lowest Hub and Longest Blade’. The viewpoints selected are 
representative of short-range views (viewpoint 16 <1.5 km from the Proposed Development), and medium-
range views (viewpoints 20, and 26 <6km from the Proposed Development). The photomontage 

assessment tables for these viewpoints contained in Volume 2 Photomontage Booklet include a comment 
addressing the alternative turbine configurations and confirm that the turbine configuration ultimately 
installed on site will not alter the assessment of residual visual effects. The following summarises the 

‘Lowest Hub and Longest Blade’ configuration that is presented:  

 Lowest hub and Longest Blade – 3 Photomontage Viewpoints 
 Maximum Tip Height – 150m 

 Minimum Hub Height – 83.5 metres 
 Maximum Blade Length – 66.5 metres 

Irrespective of which combination of hub height and blade length within the range outlined in this 

application is installed on site, the significance of residual landscape and visual effects will not be altered 
as set out in Table 12-21 of the original EIAR.  

1.2 Point A 
Point A of the Request for Further Information states: 

“A) You are requested to provide a number of additional photomontages from viewpoints which 
represent the local community and from a location to the east of the development which 
represents the impact on the wider landscape along the Blackwater River particularly in the 
vicinity of structures of national heritage importance. A photomontage to the south of Tallow 
along the R627 should also be provided. A thorough viewpoint assessment of the additional 
viewpoints is also required.” 

This point is further broken down in the following sections which deal separately with  

 the local community,  
 the wider landscape along the Blackwater River,  
 and the R627 Regional Road south of Tallow.  

These locations and areas were visited during a site visit conducted on 17th June 2022, and photomontages 
have been produced from various locations (as requested) and are used to inform the discussion presented 
below. It is also noted that a large number of Viewpoints have now been included in the landscape and 

visual impact assessment conducted in the original EIAR together with those included in this response to 
a request for further information. These include images that were not produced as fully rendered 
photomontages as there was limited visibility. The locations of all of these image capture locations can 

be seen below in Figure 1-6. 

1.2.1 The Local Community 

In relation to “the local community” a number of additional photomontages were captured which are 
comprehensively assessed in full in Appendix 1 which accompanies this report. The locations of these 
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are shown on Figure 1-1 below, and the photomontages themselves can be seen in Volume 2 – 
Photomontage Booklet. The following section should be read in conjunction with the Photomontage 

Booklet and Appendix 1. 

 
Figure 1-1 Local Community Photomontage Locations 

There are now a total of 11 photomontages (between the original EIAR and the additional photomontages 
included in this response to a request for further information) representing the visual effects of the 

Proposed Development from locations representing the local community. These show representative 
views of the Proposed Development from multiple orientations and perspectives. As these photomontages 
are assessed in full in the accompanying appendix (Appendix 1) containing the viewpoint assessment 

tables, the following section discusses residential visual amenity in a general sense. It is noted however, 
that there are no Significant residual visual effects deemed to arise in relation to residential receptors as 
a result of the Proposed Development. 

Given the siting of the Proposed Development within an elevated area of commercial forestry, the turbines 
are often well screened from the closest residential receptors, as the commercial forestry often screens the 
proposed turbines from view even for receptors living in close proximity to the Proposed Development. 

An example of this type of screening is shown below in Plate 1-1, where the commercial forestry seen in 
the left-hand side of the view will likely screen the vast majority of the turbines from view, despite their 
proximity to this location (closest turbine is located approximately 750m away). In the event of the felling 

of any sections of this forestry, there may potentially be views from residential receptors discussed here 
although it is noted that the landscape will remain that of a commercial forestry site and that any views 
will not have a Significant impact on residential visual amenity.   

It is noted that for all the Viewpoints and residential receptors represented by these, discussed below, the 
distance from the closest turbines in relation to the properties adjacent to these viewpoints is compliant 
with the required set-back distances set out under the relevant guidelines (namely the 4 times tip height 

set-back distance prescribed by the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019, 
DoHPLG) and the minimum 500m set-back distance prescribed by the Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines (2006, DoEHLG)).  
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Plate 1-1 View south-east from just outside a residential property located north-west of turbine T13 

Locations were also identified where there were open views in the direction of the Proposed 
Development, with a focus on locations requested by the Board and the considerations highlighted by 

Waterford County Council and Cork County Council, and these were selected as Photomontage 
Viewpoint Locations. The following discussion is intended to supplement Section 12.8.3.5 from the EIAR 
which discusses the visual effects on residential properties between the two turbine clusters in some detail.  

1.2.1.1 Views from the East and South of the Eastern Cluster 

Viewpoints 16, 17, and 18 are located to the east, south-east, and south-west of the eastern cluster of 

turbines, respectively. Residual visual effects were deemed to be ‘Moderate’ for Viewpoints 16 and 17, 
where in general, the distance from the viewpoints provide a degree of separation from the proposed 
turbines and the presence of large tracts of commercial forestry provides a perspective for this separation 

from the residential properties represented by these viewpoints. While there will be a large degree of 
change within the views shown in these Photomontages, they will not amount to a Significant effect in 
relation to residential visual amenity. From Viewpoint 16, the proposed turbines are viewed as a visually 

coherent array across the landscape in less than a 90 degree field of view. From Viewpoint 17, most of 
the proposed turbines are obscured from view by the intervening topography and comprises a relatively 
small horizontal extent of the view. In both instances, the proposed turbines are viewed within a low 

value landscape of commercial forestry.  

Viewpoint 18 represents a relatively large grouping of residential properties to the south-west of the 
eastern cluster. This location was selected as it was likely to show one of the most open views towards the 

Proposed Development from this area, however, it was not produced as a full photomontage for inclusion 
in the booklet due to the very limited visibility of the proposed turbines from this location. An overlaid 
wireframe image (early-stage photomontage) showing the positioning of the proposed turbines in this 

view is shown below in Figure 1-2.  
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Figure 1-2 View north-east from Viewpoint 18, where the proposed turbines can be seen to be almost entirely screened by the 
intervening vegetation in the landscape 

Overall, views from the local community towards the Proposed Development from the east and south of 

the eastern cluster are generally limited as a result of the highly vegetated farmland landscape and the 
screening this provides from properties in these areas. Two photomontages were produced from locations 
representing residential receptors in close proximity to the Proposed Development from various 

perspectives. In both cases Significant visual effects were deemed not to arise. In all cases the addition of 
the Proposed Development into the view does not substantially impact any key sensitive scenic landscape 
features in view, and the turbines are always viewed within a landscape of commercial forestry, a 

landscape already subject to large-scale human modification. No Significant effects are deemed to arise 
in relation to residential visual amenity in the locations discussed here, or elsewhere.  

1.2.1.2 Views from the West of the Western Cluster 

Viewpoint 19 is located along a local road to the west of the western cluster, adjacent to one of the 
residential properties located closest to the western cluster from this perspective. It is noted that from 
locations further north and south along this road (which also have residential properties located nearby), 

visibility in the direction of the Proposed Development is substantially screened by the commercial 
forestry that lies in the intervening space. A residual visual effect of ‘Moderate’ was deemed to arise at 
this Viewpoint. It is noted that in the viewpoint assessment table for Viewpoint 19 (contained in Appendix 

1), that the topography provides a degree of separation from the Proposed Development. The view from 
this location is a short-range view over an agricultural field and is not a highly valued or scenic view. 
Again, it is worth noting that the relevant guidelines (namely the 4 times tip height set-back distance 

prescribed by the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019, DoHPLG) and the 
minimum 500m set-back distance prescribed by the Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2006, 
DoEHLG)) are adhered to. 

The landscape in view from this orientation (views from the west of the western cluster) is a landscape 
suitable for the Proposed Development as a low value commercial forestry site. Overall, views from the 
local community towards the Proposed Development from the west of the western cluster are generally 

limited as a result of the highly vegetated farmland landscape and the presence of large tracts of 
commercial plantation forestry, and the screening this provides from properties in these areas. In all cases 
the addition of the Proposed Development into the view does not substantially impact any key sensitive 

scenic landscape features in view, and the turbines are always viewed within a landscape of commercial 
forestry, a landscape already subject to large-scale human modification. In this regard the Proposed 
Development Site is a suitable site in terms of landscape capacity to accommodate the Proposed 

Development and there are no Significant effects arising in relation to residential visual amenity in the 
locations discussed here, or elsewhere. 



FI LVIA Report 

  9 

1.2.1.3 Conclusion  

Residential visual amenity is discussed further below in this report, with reference to specific concerns 

highlighted by Cork and Waterford County Councils. The discussion of these concerns highlighted often 
refer to this section to illustrate that residential amenity has been fully and comprehensively assessed in 
some detail, both within the original EIAR (Section 12.8.3.5) and within this supplemental section.  

Overall, the impact on residential visual amenity is not considered to be Significant in relation to the 
Proposed Development. In general, the proposed turbines are well set-back from local residences and 
are compliant with the minimum set-back distances from all residences in the local community (see 

Section 1.4.6 below). Views towards the site from those residential receptors located closest to the 
Proposed Development are not of a high scenic value, given that they are views towards large tracts of 
commercial forestry, often separated by topographical features, such as valleys, slopes, or hills.  

1.2.2 Wider Landscape Along the Blackwater River 

In relation to the wider landscape along the Blackwater River the request for further information from 

An Bord Pleanála (ABP) which states that additional photomontages are requested “from a location to 
the east of the development which represents the impact on the wider landscape along the Blackwater 
River particularly in the vicinity of structures of national heritage importance.” 

As requested by the Board, several photomontages have been produced to represent the impact on the 
wider landscape along the Blackwater River in the vicinity of important national heritage structures, and 
these are included in the Photomontage Booklet accompanying this document. However, it is important 

to note that these are not necessarily representative of all views and visibility of the Proposed Development 
within this particular landscape. As discussed below, the geographical characteristics of this landscape 
visually separates the Proposed Development from valuable landscape receptors and valuable scenic 

amenity in the Blackwater Valley. This point cannot be made more clearly than by looking at the Zone 
of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) maps below. The ZTV mapping is highly informative, showing a huge 
proportion of the Blackwater valley to have no theoretical visibility. In this regard, it is again important 

to note that ZTVs are very useful tools for showing locations or areas where there is unequivocally no 
visibility of a Proposed Wind Farm. Where a ZTV map shows theoretical visibility, this requires further 
investigation on the ground, and in this instance, actual visibility on the ground was found to be 

substantially less likely than is predicted by the ZTV mapping.  

1.2.3 Geographical Landscape Context – Blackwater Valley 
& The Proposed Development  

Figure 1-3 below shows a view north from the Dromore Viewpoint (away from the Proposed 

Development), with impressive views over the low flood plains surrounding the River Blackwater and 
River Bride to the north-west (north of the Proposed Development) and the Blackwater Valley to the 
north. The lowlands adjacent to these rivers form a connected rural lowland riverside landscape with a 

number of cultural heritage sites with theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. These are 
marked on Figure 1-7 below which shows the extent of the valleys where there is no theoretical visibility. 
Two of these sites are also shown on Figure 1-3 below (Camphire House and Castle, and the 17th Century 

House at Headborough), both of which are located within the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) but 
at locations close to the edge of this zone, as seen on Figure 1-7 below. These sites, and a number of other 
cultural heritage sites identified within the ZTV, are discussed below along with a discussion of the impact 

on the wider landscape along the Blackwater River. This discussion is accompanied by Photomontages 
and imagery where appropriate to clarify the levels of visibility of the Proposed Development from these 
sites and at various locations in the Blackwater Valley.  

The landscape area on display in Figure 1-3 (and the Blackwater Valley in general) is a landscape with 
high levels of scenic amenity, attributable to the River itself and the surrounding lowlands. The following 
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section will demonstrate that visibility of the Proposed Development is greatly constrained from these 
areas, with turbines limited to the backgrounds of views where visibility does occur. This is demonstrated, 

for example, by a comparison of Figure 1-3 and Figure 1-4, where the Proposed Development does not 
interfere with the primary scenic views of the river valleys and cultural heritage sites and is well sited in 
relation to avoidance of potential impacts on the “wider landscape of the Blackwater River”.
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Figure 1-3 View north from the Dromore Viewpoint over the Blackwater Valley and surrounding landscape 

 

 
Figure 1-4 View south from the Dromore Viewpoint over the Blackwater Valley and surrounding landscape 
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Figure 1-5 Zone of Theoretical Visibility and Cultural Heritage Sites 
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Figure 1-6 All viewpoint locations where imagery was captured over the course of the EIAR and this response to the request for further information
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 ZTV Mapping 

Figure 1-7 shows an inverse of a traditional ZTV map (such as Figure 12-11 in the EIAR and Figure 1-5 
above), it indicates the extent of the Blackwater Valley and wider landscape that has no theoretical 

visibility (shown in green). In general, it is notable that there are large areas of the Blackwater Valley that 
have areas of no theoretical visibility. In particular, the areas lower in the valley and closer to the River 
itself can be seen to have no theoretical visibility, as the Proposed Development is screened by the 

intervening topography.  

 
Figure 1-7 Theoretical Visibility in the Blackwater Valley 

Locations of higher elevation on the valley sides generally have greater levels of theoretical visibility, and 
this is where the visual assessment and viewpoint selection is focused. Figure 1-8 below shows the 

viewpoint locations selected to represent a number of different views from the Blackwater Valley and 
surrounding landscape. Viewpoint locations focused on locations where open views in the direction of 
the Proposed Development were available, which was not always the case for the cultural heritage sites 

shown on Figure 1-7 above. A full viewpoint assessment table for each of these viewpoints is contained 
in Appendix 1 accompanying this document, and the Photomontages themselves can be seen in the 
accompanying Photomontage Booklet. It is noted that no Significant residual visual effects were deemed 

to arise in this thorough assessment of visual effects. 
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Figure 1-8 Blackwater Valley Photomontage Viewpoint Locations 

Firstly, it is notable that a number of viewpoints are located close to the edge of the ZTV, along with a 

number of the cultural heritage sites identified, including Camphire House and Castle, the 17 th Century 
House at Headborough, and Kilmore House. Viewpoints 20 and 21 are highlighted here to demonstrate 
that both viewpoints show theoretical visibility of the proposal but visual effects can be entirely different 

depending on the location of the view. In this instance, imagery was captured from both viewpoints as 
there was open visibility in the direction of the Proposed Development. Viewpoint 20 and 21 are located 
in very close proximity to each other but the difference in their relative elevation in comparison to the 

Proposed Development can substantially alter the topographical screening effect of the intervening 
landform and other landscape elements.  

 
Figure 1-9 Viewpoint 34 (selected extract) 
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Figure 1-10 Viewpoint 35 (selected extract) 

As seen from these Photomontages, locations further down the sides of the valley (i.e. Viewpoint 35) 
which are close to the edge of the ZTV have in actual fact, more limited visibility of the Proposed 

Development due to additional factors such as screening elements within the landscape (vegetation, built 
form, and localised undulations in topography). The point made here is that from locations such as those 
surrounding the particular cultural heritage sites listed above, which are located close to the edge of the 

ZTV, there is a large variation in actual on the ground visibility within such areas of theoretical visibility. 
Actual visibility was appraised during a site visit conducted on the 17th June 2022, and the likely visibility 
of the Proposed Development from these sites is minimal. The imagery shown below captured during 

the site visit demonstrates this lack of visibility from these locations.  

 Cultural Heritage Receptors 

Camphire House and Castle 

Plate 1-2 below shows a view to the south-west, from directly outside of Camphire House. Views from 

the site can be seen to be greatly constrained by the highly vegetated landscape. The ridgeline seen in 
the centre background of the view is located on the other side of the River Bride which is located in the 
intervening space (but is not visible from this view), the Proposed Development is located another 5 km 

(approx.) further beyond this ridgeline. On-site appraisals determined that it is highly unlikely that the 
Proposed Development will be visible from this location, as given the presence of a mature deciduous 
treeline upon the ridgeline, there is likely no-to-extremely limited visibility of the Proposed Development 

from this location.  

 
Plate 1-2 View south-west from directly outside Camphire House 
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17th Century House at Headborough 

The 17th Century House at Headborough, is shown in Plate 1-3 below. The front entrance to 

Headborough House was not publicly accessible beyond the location where the image below was 
captured. The house is also identifiable in Figure 1-3 (seen above), where it is shown to be surrounded 
by dense, mature woodland, as is also evident in the photo below. An appraisal conducted during a site 

visit determined that the Proposed Development would not be seen from Headborough House. This was 
particularly clear when investigating the house from the south-western entrance; where it was evident that 
the house itself is located below the crest of the valley and both the topography and woodland enclosing 

the House to the west and south would screen any views to the south-west in the direction of the Proposed 
Development. As shown in Figure 1-3 (previously), there is substantial visual separation from 
Headborough House and the proposed turbines when viewing it from the eastern side of the Blackwater 

Valley and any potential visual impact upon its setting would be negligible.  

 
Plate 1-3 View west from the entrance to the 17th Century House at Headborough 

Kilmore House 

Plate 1-4 below shows a view of the entrance to Kilmore House from the R634 Regional Road. The site 
of the house itself is not accessible to the public and access could not be obtained during the site visit, as 

seen in Plate 1-4 below.  
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Plate 1-4 View of the locked entrance Kilmore House from the R634 Regional Road 

Plate 1-5 below shows an aerial view of Kilmore House, the entrance to which is indicated on the map 
below. It can be seen that a large area of woodland is present on and surrounding the site. With the 
direction of the Proposed Development to the south, it is clear from the aerial imagery shown below that 

there will likely be no-to-extremely limited visibility of the Proposed Development from this site, as a 
result of screening from the vegetation (deciduous woodland) and the fact that there is already limited 
theoretical visibility indicated on the ZTV.  

 
Plate 1-5 Aerial View of Kilmore House 

With likely visibility greatly constrained from the sites discussed above, a number of Photomontages were 

produced from cultural heritage sites that were identified as having more open visibility of the Proposed 
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Development. These are assessed in full in the photomontage assessment tables contained in a separate 
appendix (Appendix 1). The specific impact on the settings of these cultural heritage sites are addressed 

in full in Appendix 6 of the Further Information Response although it is noted that there are no Significant 
residual visual or landscape effects arising at these locations as a result of the Proposed Development. 
The remainder of this section addresses the impact on the “wider landscape of the Blackwater River”.  

1.2.3.2 Wider Landscape of the Blackwater River 

Various photomontages were produced from viewpoints located both at cultural heritage sites and sites 
where there are open views of the Blackwater Valley and surrounding landscape. In general, the 

Blackwater River and River Bride are both located approximately 5-10km from the Proposed 
Development for large parts of their extents within the LVIA Study Area. In total there are eight 
Photomontages included in this response to a request for further information, from locations on the 

eastern side of the River Blackwater, and the northern side of the River Bride (the opposite side to the 
Proposed Development in both cases), showing the Proposed Development when it appears in similar 
directions to views of the landscape of these rivers. In this regard it is notable that from many locations 

on the opposite valley sides (i.e. western and southern) there is no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 
Development (see Figure 1-7 above) and consequently the Proposed Development has no impact on the 
landscape from these locations, in particular those locations lower in the valley and closer to the rivers, 

where the scenic amenity and quality of the landscape will remain undisturbed by the presence of the 
Proposed Development approximately 5-6 km away. The remainder of this section is broken down into 
two sections, discussing the views of the Proposed Development from the east along the Blackwater Valley 

itself and views from the north, along the valley of the River Bride, where the Blackwater Valley is often 
visible within open views. All Viewpoints discussed and noted below are fully assessed in Appendix 1 
accompanying this report and can be viewed in the Photomontage Booklet also accompanying this report.  

 
Figure 1-11 Viewpoints Locations for Photomontages showing the wider landscape of the Blackwater River Valley 
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 Views from the east 

Viewpoint 22 shows a view from a location close to the Dromore Viewpoint, with an impressive view to 
the north and west shown above in Figure 1-3, where the Proposed Development is seen in the opposite 

direction to the main view available from this area, which shows an impressive, highly scenic view over 
the Blackwater Valley and River Bride. The Proposed Development therefore does not interfere with the 
scenic views of the Blackwater and is appropriately sited in this regard.  

Viewpoint 20 shows a view of the turbines behind the ridgeline formed by the Blackwater Valley, and 
while it does interfere somewhat with views of the valley in this regard, it does not obstruct views, which 
in this location are not actually of a particularly high scenic quality, especially in relation to other views 

of the landscape available in the general area discussed here. This is similarly the case with Viewpoint 
21, although the turbines are much better screened in Viewpoint 21, given the location of the Viewpoint 
at lower elevation within the valley.  

Viewpoint 23 is captured from D’Loughtane House, a cultural heritage site. The turbines of the eastern 
cluster are visible from this location, although they are small background elements located at the left-
hand extent of the views of the Blackwater Valley.  

This is generally the case for views of the Blackwater Valley from the east of the Proposed Development. 
The proposed turbines are viewed at the outer extent of the views in the direction of the valley walls, and 
there are limited locations where they will appear within views of the River itself. In all cases the Proposed 

Development is seen behind the ridgeline created by the valley walls and they are thus small background 
elements, often substantially screened. In all cases (i.e. all the Photomontages discussed here) the 
Proposed Development is seen above large tracts of commercial plantation forestry which are a large-

scale human intervention in the landscape. Overall, the Proposed Development is well sited in relation 
to the views of the Blackwater Valley from the east, causing minimal interference in the views of a highest 
scenic quality, and appearing as background elements seen above commercial forestry plantations within 

other views in any case. 

 Views from the North 

Viewpoint 24 shows a view from outside Ballynaraha Castle, which is located on private lands with no 
public access in any case, and there is just a single turbine seen above the treeline in this view. This 

turbine is also located to the right of the main view of the Blackwater Valley from this location, and 
consequently causes extremely limited interference with views of the Blackwater Valley as a result.  

Viewpoint 25 shows a similar, although more open view of the River Blackwater and River Bride Valley 

from a similar orientation as Viewpoint 24, along a local road on the northern side of the valley of the 
River Bride. The best views of the River Blackwater and the Blackwater Valley are located to the left-
hand extent of this view and the Proposed Development is visually separated from this view, seen to the 

right background of the image behind the ridgeline formed by the valley wall of the River Bride, and 
above a tract of commercial plantation forestry is a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

Viewpoint 26 shows a view from Lisfinney Castle over the valley of the River Bride and the settlement 

of Tallow. The proposed turbines are, once again, seen as background elements within the view, above 
and behind the ridgeline formed by the valley walls, above a tract of commercial forestry.  

The turbines are well absorbed and well sited in all cases (i.e. all the Photomontages discussed here). In 

general, they are substantially screened from this orientation by the intervening topography and 
vegetation and where they do appear they are seen in a coherent layout as small background elements. 
While they do appear in the direction of the views of the River Bride Valley, where there are views of 

the Blackwater Valley the turbines are often visually separated from the focus of the views in these cases. 
In all, the turbines cause minimal interference in the views of a scenic quality from the north of the River 
Bride.  
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 Conclusion 

The various Photomontages from multiple locations and perspectives along the “wider landscape of the 
Blackwater River” show that there is minimal interference with the scenic amenity of the landscape and 

that the layout of the Proposed Development is coherent and appropriately sited in relation to the 
landscape area. In essence the addition of the Proposed Development does not substantially detract from 
the scenic amenity of the area and does not affect the fundamental sensitivities of the landscape in view. 

The Proposed Development is often substantially screened by the intervening topography and 
commercial forestry of the Proposed Development Site itself, and there are large parts of the Blackwater 
Valley where there is no visibility of the Proposed Development. It is noted that in the viewpoint 

assessment tables contained in Appendix 1, there are no Significant residual visual effects deemed to 
arise, with an ‘Imperceptible’ effect deemed to arise at Viewpoint 38, a ‘Not Significant’ effect deemed to 
arise at Viewpoints 27, 22, 20, 21, ‘Slight’ at Viewpoints 23, 25, and 26. These suggest that the Proposed 

Development is effectively absorbed and sited within this landscape.  

1.2.4 The R627 Regional Road 

In relation to the R627 Regional Road the request for further information states that “A photomontage to 
the south of Tallow along the R627 should also be provided.” 

It is noted, in relation to the visual impact assessment for the R627 Regional Road that Section 12.8.3.3.3 

of the EIAR details that this road was included in the route screening assessment undertaken and it can 
be seen from Figure 12-13 of the EIAR that there is primarily intermittent screening present along the 
road in the direction of the Proposed Development. This road was driven again during a site visit 

conducted on 17th June 2022 and similar levels of screening were observed with limited open views 
towards the Proposed Development. Viewpoint 28 (presented in separate a Photomontage Booklet 
accompanying his document) shows a view from a location along the R627 where it intersects with the 

L7804 local road. This Photomontage shows an open view towards the Proposed Development from the 
road. As detailed in the viewpoint assessment table for Viewpoint 28 (contained in Appendix 1), 
Significant residual visual effects will not arise and the Proposed Development appears to be well 

absorbed within the landscape from this viewpoint. In addition, it is noted that the undulating topography 
within the view from this location provides substantial screening of the eastern cluster of turbines, limiting 
visibility of the Proposed Development even from this location with open views towards the site from the 

R627. The location of this Viewpoint is approx. 2.1km from the nearest turbine in the western cluster, 
which can be seen behind the ridgeline in the centre background of the image. Again, this viewpoint is 
fully assessed in a separate appendix, however, it is noted again that the turbines are seen to occupy a 

limited horizontal extent within the view and are viewed in the background, above a ridgeline currently 
covered in commercial plantation forestry. The landscape in the direction of the Proposed Development 
is undulating (hilly farmland and forestry) and is clearly capable of effectively absorbing the Proposed 

Development. The Proposed Development does not cause a Significant effect to arise on the fundamental 
sensitivities of the landscape in view from this location and will not cause a Significant effect to arise in 
relation to visual receptors on the R627. 

Overall, given the level of screening present along the majority of the road, and informed by the 
photomontage produced from Viewpoint 28, there will be no Significant visual effects on the R627 as a 
result of the Proposed Development.  

1.3 Point B 
Point B of the request for further information states:  

“(B) You are requested to review the photomontages undertaken and submitted by a number 
of the observers and provide a viewpoint assessment for each.”  
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The 3rd party Photomontages are reviewed in full with an individual viewpoint assessment table 
completed for each viewpoint included. These are presented in Appendix 3 which accompanies this 

report. It is noted that there are no Significant residual visual effects deemed to arise at any of the 
Viewpoints assessed in this Appendix. In this regard, it is instructive that these photomontage were 
submitted without a comprehensive visual assessment, and there is nothing in these photomontages that 

undermines the original landscape and visual impact assessment undertaken.  

It is also noted that serious flaws were discovered in these 3rd Party Photomontages related to the 
placement of turbines within the views shown. A detailed critique and explanation of the issues related 

to these photomontages is present in a separate Appendix (Appendix 2) accompanying this report. 
However, it is noted here that these photomontages are clearly not an accurate depiction of the Proposed 
Development and in terms of relying on them to assess the visual effects, they are clearly not dependable. 

It is with this note of caution in mind that the assessment of the 3rd Party Photomontages is conducted 
(see Appendix 3 accompanying this response).  

Finally, assessment of the Photomontages is conducted as if the Photomontages produced are accurate 

(which they are not). It is noted that no Significant Residual Visual Effects are deemed to arise as a result 
of this assessment. Further, it is not envisioned, in the professional judgement of the Landscape Team at 
MKO, that were the turbines placed correctly within these views it would not result in a determination 

that Significant Residual Visual Effects would arise, as is consistent with the original landscape and visual 
impact assessment conducted in the EIAR. 

1.4 Point C 
Point C of the Request for further information states:  

“(C) You are requested to review and respond to the concerns raised by the Planning 
Authority in relation to Landscape and Visual Impact.”  

The following sections break down and comprehensively address the submissions of the relevant Planning 
Authorities (Cork County Council and Waterford County Council) in relation to their concerns regarding 

the landscape and visual impact of the Proposed Development. 

Section 6.2.12.7 of Cork County Council’s submission provides a comment on the Landscape and Visual 
Chapter (chapter 12) of the EIAR, and is discussed below first, followed by a discussion of Waterford 

County Council’s submission.  

1.4.1 Landscape Character  

Section 6.2.12.8 of Cork County Council’s submission provides a comment in relation to landscape 
character. In this section Cork County Council’s submission states that: 

“Specifically in relation to landscape character, the draft guidelines detail six character types and 
provide guidance on appropriate design and siting for such landscapes. The applicants have not 
assigned the area a character type based on the draft guidelines but have instead assessed the 
proposal relative to the landscape character type assigned to it in the Cork County Draft 
Landscape strategy.” 

The Council is incorrect in this assertion, the area has been assigned a character type – ‘Hilly and Flat 
Farmland’. Section 12.5.2.1 of the EIAR details that the Landscape Character Types set out in the Wind 

Energy Development Guidelines (2006, DoEHLG) and the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines (2019, DoHPLG) were incorporated in the landscape baseline. The landscape and visual 
chapter of the EIAR states in relation to landscape character that: 
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“Despite the fact that the majority of the proposed development site is covered in commercial 
forestry, the original landcover will have been ‘hilly and flat farmland’ and the proposed 
development site is surrounded by extensive stretches of more ‘hilly and flat farmland’. 
Furthermore, the majority of areas in the study area can be described as ‘hilly and flat farmland’ 
with some areas of ‘transitional marginal land’ in the far north of the study area and there are 
‘coastal’ areas in the south and west. 

It is considered however that the ‘hilly and flat farmland’ landscape type most strongly influences 
the siting and design of the proposed development. Further details of this landscape character 
type are provided below.” 

The landscape and visual chapter of the EIAR goes on to discuss the guidance for siting and design in 
relation to this landscape character type and the Proposed Development. In addition to this section within 

Chapter 12 of the EIAR, the guidelines for siting and design in relation to the Hilly and Flat Farmland 
landscape character type are referred to in relation to the layout of the Proposed Development multiple 
times throughout Appendix 12-3 of the EIAR which contains the viewpoint assessment tables. It is 

submitted that the EIAR fully considered the landscape character types set out in the relevant guidance, 
including the guidance on siting and design contained therein, contrary to the submission of Cork County 
Council, which appears to have overlooked this section.  

Cork County Council’s submission goes on to state that: 

“In terms of impacts on the Fissured Fertile Middleground, the landscape character type within 
which the western cluster is located, the applicant has determined that this area has a low 
sensitivity to wind farm development. The rationale for determining this sensitivity appears to 
be based on the overall area of this character area, which extends 61 kilometres to the west of 
the site. The applicant appears to have considered the impact of the wind farm on the Landscape 
character area in its totality. 

The Planning Authority would have a concern with the approach taken by the applicant to 
considering the visual impacts of the proposal on the Fissured Fertile Middleground landscape 
character type. A more nuanced assessment is required that considers the more localized visual 
impacts on the landscape. To that end, the Bord may wish to consider the proposal in light of 
the six character types set out in the Draft Guidelines. This would allow for a more meaningful 
assessment of the visual impacts on the Landscape.” 

The council is again incorrect in their assertion that the rationale for determining a low sensitivity to wind 
farm development for this landscape character type is “based on the overall area of this character area, 
which extends 61 kilometres to the west of the site”. The sensitivity of this landscape to wind farm 
development is discussed fully within Appendix 12-2 of the EIAR, which contains the landscape character 
assessment tables. In relation to landscape sensitivity for the Fissured Fertile Middleground LCT, 

Appendix 12-2 states:  

“The 2007 Cork County Draft Landscape Strategy states that ‘there are numerous areas that 
have been identified under the County Development Plan as “Strategic Search Areas”. The 
majority of these areas are found to the northwest and west of this landscape type and the rest 
are scattered to the centre and east. Currently Windfarms are not a feature of the landscape but 
as much of the landscape is generally a preferred location for Windfarms, they may become 
more prominent in the future’. Therefore, a Low landscape sensitivity to wind farm development 
is assigned for this LCT.” 

This is clearly the main rationale for the determination of a low landscape sensitivity to wind farm 

development in the EIAR. It is stated in Appendix 12-2 of the EIAR, as a mitigating factor, that “Although 
the turbines will be located just within the eastern edge of this LCT the whole area of the LCT is vast and 
stretches up to approximately 61.4 kilometres west of the nearest turbine. Therefore, the landscape effects 
on the LCT as a whole will be Low.” This is clearly not the rationale for determining a low landscape 
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sensitivity to this LCT as it is clearly stated that the scale of the LCT is considered in relation to landscape 
effects and not landscape sensitivity. Appendix 12-2 is referred to numerous times within the main 

landscape and visual chapter of the EIAR, including in Section 12.8.3.1 which discusses the effects on 
both the landscape character of the proposed site itself and the landscape character of the study area. 

In addition, the submission of Cork County Council states that a “more nuanced assessment is required 
that considers the more localized visual impacts on the landscape.” In relation to this submission and the 
Fissured Fertile Middleground LCT, it is noted that Viewpoints 8, 10, 11, and 12 are located within this 
LCT, which are included in the determination of landscape effects on this LCT, as indicated by the 

landscape character assessment table for this LCT included in Appendix 12-2. 

Overall, the points raised here in relation to the submission of Cork County Council demonstrate that 
when providing commentary, the Council has clearly not fully considered the extensive assessment of 

landscape character presented in the main body of the EIAR as well as in Appendix 12-2. In addition, it 
is clear from a review of these that the effects on landscape character were fully considered in the original 
EIAR. 

Cork County Council’s submission goes on to state that: 

“the Planning Authority would deem the landscape within which the western cluster of turbines 
is proposed as “Hilly and Flat Farmland”. As noted in the guidelines, the key features of these 
landscapes is order and simplicity. The layout presented consists of two principle clusters of 
turbines. The distance between the clusters is 2.8 kilometres. The impact of this arrangement 
from specific viewpoints is considered below. In broad terms however, the spatial extent with a 
somewhat random arrangement of turbines, when viewed from viewpoint 9 and 13 is a concern.” 

In relation to spacing, the guidelines (Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2006, DoEHLG) and the 
Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019, DoHPLG)) state: 

“The optimum spacing pattern is likely to be regular, responding to the underlying pattern field 
pattern. The fields comprising the site might provide the structure for spacing of turbines. 
However, this may not always be the case and a balance will have to be struck between adequate 
spacing to achieve operability and a correspondence to field pattern.” 

In relation to the above text, the Proposed Development is located within an area of coniferous plantation 
forestry surrounding primarily by farmland. The field pattern of this surrounding farmland is ordered but 

not linear and this causes the proposed layout of the turbines to assimilate well within the views in relation 
to the field pattern, when viewed from Viewpoints 9 and 13, as well as in the other Photomontages 
presented. In any case, it is noted in the guidelines that a balance must be struck in this regard. It is 

further noted in relation to the visual effects arising at these viewpoints, that from Viewpoint 9 a ‘Not 
Significant’ residual visual effect was deemed to arise, and from Viewpoint 13 a ‘Slight’ residual visual 
effect was deemed to arise.  

In relation to the visibility of two clusters of turbines, visually separated and appearing as distinct 
developments from certain perspectives, such as those Viewpoints (9 and 13) highlighted in the above 
quoted text, it is noted that the guidelines for ‘Hilly and Flat Farmland’ state that “visibility of two or more 
wind energy developments is usually acceptable.” In fact, it is submitted that the turbines of the Proposed 
Development adhere strongly to the siting and design guidelines for Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape 
character type, further discussion around which is included in the landscape and visual chapter (Chapter 

12) of the EIAR, as well as throughout Appendix 12-3 containing the Viewpoint Assessment Tables.  

1.4.1.1 Zone of Theoretical Visibility Mapping 

Cork County Council’s submission states, in Section 6.2.12.8, that  
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“The Planning Authority would also draw the Bords attention to the Zone of Theoretical 
Visibility, in particular the extend of the area to the north of the site from which 13-17 turbines 
will be visible. Based on topographical conditions, the ZTV could extend beyond the 20 km 
radius particularly in the areas to the north and north west, towards Mitchelstown.” 

In order to comprehensively address the Council’s submission, a 35km Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

(ZTV) was run and is shown on Figure 1 below. However, it is necessary to first make a number of points 
in relation to the necessity (or lack thereof) of running a ZTV at this distance in order to assess any likely 
significant landscape and visual effects of the Proposed Development. Firstly, within the Wind Energy 

Development Guidelines (2006, DoEHLG) and the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines 
(2019, DoHPLG) which are referenced numerous times by Cork County Council in their submission, it 
is stated that  

“For blade tips in excess of 100m, a Zone of Theoretical Visibility radius of 20km would be 
adequate (this is twice conventional thresholds and reflects greater visibility of higher structures). 

In areas where landscapes of national or international renown are located within 25 km of a 
proposed wind energy development, the Zone of Theoretical Visibility should be extended as 
far (and in the direction of) that landscape. This reflects the fact that highly sensitive landscapes 
deserve extra special treatment by developers and planners.” 

Following the above quoted text from the guidelines it is submitted that the 20km ZTV used in the 
landscape and visual chapter of the EIAR is sufficient in the context of the Proposed Development. It is 
noted in this regard that views of the Proposed Turbines from locations outside of 20km from the 

Proposed Development are unlikely to be substantial, with the turbines appearing smaller the further 
from the Proposed Development that they are viewed, and are highly unlikely to result in significant 
landscape and visual effects. As a result, and in conjunction with other factors including the increased 

likelihood of complete screening of the proposed turbines with increased distance, significant landscape 
and visual effects are deemed unlikely to arise in this area beyond 20km from the Proposed Development. 
This is set out below, and within the landscape and visual chapter of the EIAR (Chapter 12) and Appendix 

12-1, which outlines the methodology of the landscape and visual impact assessment.  

The landscape and visual chapter (Chapter 12) of the EIAR states the following in relation to landscape 
and visual effects outside of the LVIA Study Area.  

“on the basis of desk studies and survey work undertaken, the professional judgement of the 
assessment team, experience from other relevant projects and policy guidance or standards, the 
following topic areas have been scoped out of the assessment: 

Effects on landscape and visual receptors that have minimal or no theoretical visibility (as 
predicted by the Zone of Theoretical or ZTV mapping; see Section 12.4.1 of this chapter for 
further details) and/or very distant visibility, and are therefore unlikely to be subject to significant 
effects.  

Effects on landscape character beyond a 15km radius from the proposed development, where it 
is judged that potential significant effects on landscape character are unlikely to occur. 

Effects on visual receptors beyond a 20km radius from the proposed development, where it is 
judged that potential significant effects are unlikely to occur.” 

Following this, it is submitted, in relation to the submission of Cork County Council that while the ZTV 

could extend beyond the 20km radius, that such a case would still not result in significant landscape or 
visual effects given the distance from the Proposed Development and the relatively small horizontal or 
vertical extent of the Proposed Development within views at such a distance. As a result of this, and the 

other factors highlighted above, these areas with potential theoretical visibility beyond 20km from the 
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Proposed Development were scoped out of the assessment as explained in Chapter 12 of the EIAR (see 
the above quoted text).  

In relation to potential views of the Proposed Development from this distance, Viewpoint 1 is located to 
the north of the Proposed Development and shows an open view towards the Proposed Development 
from a distance of approximately 19.8 km from the nearest proposed turbine (T12). A residual visual 

effect of Not Significant was deemed to arise at this location, despite the determination of a High sensitivity 
of the viewpoint. If this highly sensitive viewpoint with open views in the direction of the Proposed 
Development does not have significant visual effects arising as a result of the Proposed Development, 

then this demonstrates the likely significance of effects at locations a further distance from the Proposed 
Development than this viewpoint (Viewpoint 1).  

In any case, a 35 km ZTV was produced and is shown on Figure 1 below. It can be seen clearly that the 

theoretical visibility in Mitchelstown, noted by Cork County Council, is not existent, i.e., there is no 
theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development in Mitchelstown. In addition, it can also be seen that 
the “areas to the north” outside of 20km (as highlighted by the County Council as having potential 

theoretical visibility) do not in fact have substantial areas of theoretical visibility beyond the 20km LVIA 
Study Area, as visibility is primarily constrained by the topography of the Knockmealdown Mountains.  

Overall, it is submitted that discussion here has shown that, firstly, the Council’s concerns regarding the 

ZTV have already been addressed within Chapter 12 of the EIAR, which follows the guidance quoted 
by the Council themselves, and that any potential significant landscape and visual effects have been 
comprehensively assessed (including through the use of a Photomontage – Viewpoint 1).  
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Figure 1-12 35km Zone of Theoretical Visibility 
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1.4.2 Impact on Scenic Route S45 

Section 6.2.12.9 of Cork County Council’s submission states that  

“The applicant has provided a detailed consideration of the impacts along this route, Viewpoints 
7a and 7b are taken from this route. In considering this view, the applicant has assigned the 
visual sensitivity of the receptor to low. In appendix 12-2, when describing this viewpoint, the 
applicant has not described it as a scenic route. Notwithstanding the specific regard given to S45 
in Section 12.8.3.3.4 of the EIAR, the Planning Authority has serious reservations about the 
visual sensitivity afforded to the receptor at viewpoint 7. When considered form this viewpoint, 
13 of the 17 turbines are visible.” 

The original landscape and visual impact assessment conducted as part of the original EIAR and reported 

in Chapter 12 of that report, has included a detailed discussion of the scenic value attributable to this part 
of the designated scenic route (SR45) and the following quotes are relevant in relation to the above quoted 
submission: 

 

“Viewpoint 7, less than 700 metres from the nearest turbine is on Co. Cork scenic route S45 and 
from this viewpoint the residual visual effects are considered ‘Slight’.” 

“To the east the views are mainly short- to medium distance and in many cases greatly restricted 
by the adjacent coniferous forestry or roadside vegetation. It is only in the most southerly section 
this route that there are more medium to long-distance views to the south across agricultural 
land in the opposite direction to the turbines. These type of views are widely available around 
the local area and further afield, hence none of the views along Scenic Route S45 can be 
considered unique or remarkable.” 

The viewpoint assessment conducted in Chapter 12 of the EIAR and in Appendix 12-3 are inter-related 
and it is clear from the above quoted text from Chapter 12 that the suggested sensitivity (by virtue of its 
designation as a scenic route) of this part of SR45 was incorporated into the overall assessment of the 

route. It is noted that in the second of the two quotes above clearly demonstrates that the actual on-the-
ground scenic value offered by this stretch of road is low, given the existing views towards the Proposed 
Development Site, consisting of short-range views towards commercial forestry.  

In any case, for the avoidance of doubt, the concerns of the County Council highlighted here related to 
the sensitivity of this viewpoint are addressed secondly through the capture of a photomontage at a 
location further south along the road, where the sensitivity is rated ‘Medium’ as explained in the text 

quoted below. Viewpoint 29 (shown on Figure 1-13 below) is located further south along the road, within 
County Cork. Viewpoint 29 is assessed in full detail in Appendix 1, however, it is noted that the sensitivity 
of the Viewpoint is deemed to be Medium in that location, as explained in the following quote from 

Appendix 1: 

“Medium – As stated previously this view does not represent the view of any residential receptors 
and is likely only representative of motorists travelling along the regional road. While this is a 
designated scenic route there is limited scenic amenity attributable to this part of the view, 
considering it is a short-range view over a field towards commercial forestry.” 

Essentially, while this viewpoint is located along a designated scenic route, in the professional judgment 

of the author, the scenic value attributable to this section of road is extremely limited. The view in either 
direction is a short-to-medium range view over agricultural fields towards tracts of commercial 
monoculture forestry, offering little by way of valuable scenic amenity. In fact, similar views (and 

commonly those of a higher scenic quality) are generally available throughout this part of the LVIA Study 
Area in close proximity to the Proposed Development.  
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In the case of this additional photomontage and visual assessment conducted, residual visual effects were 
deemed to be ‘Moderate’ and once again it is noted that Significant visual effects will not arise. The 

addition of the Proposed Development into views from this stretch of road will not significantly impact 
any key fundamental scenic sensitivities related to this stretch of road (as these are limited in any case). It 
is also emphasised that this stretch of road was considered in substantial detail in Section 12.8.3.3.4 of the 

EIAR with multiple rounds of imagery, overlaid wireframes, and now fully rendered Photomontages, as 
well as text-based discussion and explanation of likely visibility. It is submitted that due to the extensive 
amount of attention paid to this stretch of regional road that it is clear that no Significant visual effects 

will arise.  

 
Figure 1-13 Viewpoint 45 Location 

1.4.3 Impact on Scenic Route S47 

Section 6.2.12.11 of Cork County Council’s submission states that 

“Viewpoint 9 is taken from S47 (c. 15 kms to the south of the proposed turbines). From this 
vantage point, the wind farm will read as two distinct clusters, with the western cluster appearing 
taller. The eastern cluster is set on the northern slope of the hill. Particular attention will need to 
be paid to the spatial extent of the wind farm when viewed from this vantage point. The extent 
of that cluster in County Waterford, in particular Turbines 1 and 6 give this cluster an elongated 
form but lacking a distinct rhythm, the impact of which will need to be considered.” 

As noted above in relation to the visual separation between the two clusters of turbines, the guidelines 

(Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2006, DoEHLG) and the Draft Revised Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines (2019, DoHPLG)) for ‘Hilly and Flat Farmland’ state that “visibility of two or 
more wind energy developments is usually acceptable.” From Viewpoint 9 the Proposed Development 

is viewed as within this landscape character type. Therefore, it is submitted that it is acceptable that the 
Proposed Development is viewed as two distinct clusters in this Photomontage, according to the guidelines 
cited within the Council’s submission itself.  
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In terms of the spatial extent of the Proposed Development in this Viewpoint (VP 9), it is noted that the 
wind farm is viewed at a substantial distance from this location (approximately 15 km away) and the two 

clusters actually occupy limited horizontal extents within the view and are effectively absorbed within the 
scale of the expansive view available from this location. In fact, this is noted in Appendix 12-3 of the 
EIAR, containing the detailed viewpoint assessment, where it is stated “The spatial extent within this view 
of the proposed wind farm is very limited due to the great distance.” Furthermore, in this regard it is 
emphasised that the turbines appear as small background elements visible above the skyline of the view, 
reducing the level of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed Development. A Not Significant 

residual visual effect was deemed to arise at this Viewpoint and it is submitted that all of the concerns 
raised by Cork County Council in relation to the visual impact on the scenic route represented by this 
viewpoint are included and incorporated into the assessment that was conducted and which arrived at 

this conclusion, which is fully detailed within Appendix 12-3 of the EIAR, as noted.  

1.4.4 Impact on Scenic Route S6 

Section 6.2.12.12 of Cork County Council’s submission states that 

“Viewpoint 13 is taken from S6 to the north west. The spatial extent of the turbines when viewed 
from this vantage point merits consideration. The elongated irregular from of the eastern cluster, 
and the isolated location of turbine 1 is a concern.” 

The viewpoint assessment table for Viewpoint 13 contained in Appendix 12-3 of the EIAR includes a 
detailed assessment of this viewpoint. Within this table it is stated that “The spatial extent of the proposed 
wind farm in the view is minor, due to distance.” It is also stated that the landscape within this view is an 
“Expansive landscape able to absorb the proposed development.” Both of these points are reiterated in 
relation to the concerns of Cork County Council regarding this Viewpoint, quoted above. It is further 

noted that a residual visual effect of Slight was deemed to arise at this Viewpoint as a conclusion of the 
assessment which is fully detailed within Appendix 12-3 (of the EIAR), as noted.  

In terms of the form of the eastern cluster, it is submitted that the turbines of this cluster are actually 

relatively evenly spaced and are effectively absorbed within the view shown from this location, 
considering the scale of the expansive view available, and again is in line with the guidelines (Wind 
Energy Development Guidelines (2006, DoEHLG) and the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development 

Guidelines (2019, DoHPLG)) for ‘Hilly and Flat Farmland’.  

1.4.5 Additional Visual Impacts to be Considered 

Section 6.2.12.14 of Cork County Council’s submission states that 

“Cork County Council has concerns that views from several important vantage points were not 
considered. Of particular concern is the lack of any visual assessment from the L7806, which 
runs immediately west of the western cluster of 6 turbines. Turbine 16 is c. 125 metres from this 
road in an open field. The visual impact of the proposed turbines will need to be further 
considered along this stretch of local road, particular at the points immediately south of the 
proposed access and a point 500 metres north of the access. 

Limited views were taken from the R627 to the south east of the proposed turbines. This is an 
important route between Midleton and Tallow. A more comprehensive assessment of potential 
visual impact along this route needs to be undertaken.” 

During the LVIA conducted as part of the EIAR and reported in Chapter 12 (Landscape and Visual) a 
detailed scoping exercise, desk study and baseline study was conducted. This was done with the aim of 

assessing the likely significant effects of the Proposed Development. In relation to the level of detail to be 
included in a baseline study, the GLVIA (3rd ed) states the following: 
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“The level of detail provided should be that which is reasonably required to assess the likely 
significant effects.” 

Within the landscape and visual chapter (Chapter 12) of the EIAR, the emphasis was on providing the 
level of detail necessary to assess the likely significant effects of the Proposed Development. The assertion 
of Cork County Council that “several important vantage points were not considered” is incorrect as these 

features of the landscape baseline were considered within the context of the overall LVIA Study Area 
and landscape baseline and were not chosen as specific viewpoints themselves as it was determined that 
significant landscape or visual impacts were unlikely to arise. It is noted in this regard that the transport 

routes surrounding the site were assessed using a multitude of tools and methods as detailed in Chapter 
12 of the EIAR. Specifically, all transport routes within 5km of the Proposed Development were assessed 
as part of the route screening analysis, detailed in Section 12.8.3.3.3. Both the R627 and the L7806 were 

included within this assessment and it is noted that it was determined that there were no significant visual 
effects arising along these routes. In addition, there are numerous photomontage locations within 5 km 
of the Proposed Development that can be used to determine the likely views from the visual receptors 

highlighted by Cork County Council in the above quoted text. In relation to the selection of Viewpoint 
locations, the GLVIA (3rd ed) states: 

“The emphasis must always be on proportionality in relation to the scale and nature of the 
development proposal and nature of the development proposal and its likely significant effects.” 

In the selection of viewpoint locations, it is not possible to represent every single visual receptor identified 
in the study area with an individual photomontage and emphasis is put on those receptors with the 

potential to experience likely significant effects. In this regard it is noted that both the R627 regional road 
and the L7806 local road were determined to have primarily intermittent screening in the route screening 
analysis detailed in Section 12.8.3.3.3 of the EIAR (see Figure 12-13 of the EIAR), providing for limited 

availability of views of the Proposed Development from these routes. It is submitted that any likely 
significant effects on these receptors were properly considered within the original EIAR and that the 
concerns raised by the Council in relation to the potential for such effect have been included in the 

original assessment of effects.  

However, for the avoidance of doubt as to the significance of visual effects on these receptors, both the 
R627 regional road and L7806 local road are discussed further below. In addition, a photomontage has 

been produced from a location along the R627 regional road. The L7806 local road was driven during a 
site visit conducted on 17th June 2022 and a number of images are used below to explain the likely 
visibility of the Proposed Development from this road.  

L7806 Local Road 

Section 6.2.12.14 of Cork County Council’s submission states that 

“Of particular concern is the lack of any visual assessment from the L7806, which runs 
immediately west of the western cluster of 6 turbines. Turbine 16 is c. 125 metres from this road 
in an open field. The visual impact of the proposed turbines will need to be further considered 
along this stretch of local road, particular at the points immediately south of the proposed access 
and a point 500 metres north of the access.” 

The following is a discussion of the L7806 local road detailing its conditions and the potential views 
towards the western cluster (the cluster located closer to this road) of turbines from locations along this 
road. An aerial view of this road is shown below in Figure 1-14 below, which shows the length of the 

stretch of road under discussion here, and the level of roadside screening as recorded during the LVIA 
conducted as part of the original EIAR (detailed in full in Section 12.8.3.3.3).  
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Figure 1-14 Aerial view of the section of the L7806 driven 

During a site visit conducted on 17th June 2022 the portion of the road described in the above quoted 

text was driven from the north-west to the south-east, alongside the border with the western half of the 
Proposed Development Site. In general, visibility in the direction of the Proposed Development is heavily 
screened by the mature coniferous plantation forestry that comprises much of the landcover of the site, 

as seen in Plate 1-6 below (Proposed Development located to the left of the image).  

 
Plate 1-6 View south from the L7806 – Proposed Development is located to the left of the image 

This level of screening occurs for much of the northern half of the section of road that was driven, with 
it unlikely that there would be any visibility of the proposed turbines from these locations. Further south 
along the road, adjacent to turbine T16, the screening from the coniferous forestry falls away with the 
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changing land use (forestry to agriculture), allowing for more open views in the direction of the Proposed 
Development, as seen in Plate 1-7. There will likely be open views of T16 from this location which is 

approximately 135m from the turbine. However, it is emphasised that this a small local road of low quality 
and low traffic density, likely only used as a forestry access road and by a very limited number of local 
residents. There are also no other visual receptors (including residential) located along this stretch of road 

with open views.  

 
Plate 1-7 View north from a location further south along the L7806, adjacent to T16 

Further south along the local road, and further away from the Proposed Development, the level of 
roadside screening in the direction of the site increases, as seen below in Plate 1-8. The roadside screening 
provided by vegetation can be seen in this image to entirely screen any visibility in the direction of the 

Proposed Development from much of this section of the road. 

 
Plate 1-8 View north from the southern portion of the L7806 

At the southern end of the stretch of road driven is a small cluster of residential properties located along 
the road. Plate 1-9 below shows a view from this location. From this stretch of road, a combination of the 
topography and roadside vegetation serves to substantially screen visibility of the Proposed Development 

Site.  
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Plate 1-9 View north-east from the southern extent of the stretch of the L7806 driven 

In general, the L7806 is a small local road of low traffic density, that primarily leads to the large tracts of 
forestry located on the Proposed Development Site and its surrounds. As a result, the road itself has 

substantial levels of roadside screening from the coniferous trees of the forestry. This is the case “at the 
points immediately south of the proposed access and a point 500 metres north of the access”, with likely 
no to extremely limited visibility of the proposed turbines from these locations despite their proximity to 

the Proposed Development. Visibility from the section of road proximate to turbine T16 is likely open, 
with some intermittent screening provided by roadside vegetation. Further south the proposed site is once 
again heavily screened by roadside vegetation and topographical undulations. It is stressed at this point 

that the L7806 local road is not a highly sensitive visual receptor. It is a low-trafficked local road and 
significant visual effects are not deemed to arise on this road, despite its proximity to T16, with open 
visibility of this turbine from the stretch of the road which is closest to the turbine. It is further noted in 

relation to the claimed “lack of any visual assessment from the L7806”, that this section of road was driven 
and route screened during the LVIA that was conducted as part of the original EIAR, as detailed in 
Section 12.8.3.3.3 and shown above on Figure 1-14. 

 R627 Regional Road 

Section 6.2.12.14 of Cork County Council’s submission states that 

“Limited views were taken from the R627 to the south east of the proposed turbines. This is an 
important route between Midleton and Tallow. A more comprehensive assessment of potential 
visual impact along this route needs to be undertaken.” 

In relation to this part of Cork County Council’s submission it is noted that the visual impact from the 
R627 regional road is discussed in some detail above in Section 1.1, with a Photomontage (and 

accompanying photomontage assessment table contained within Appendix 1) produced from a location 
along the road with open views towards the Proposed Development. The Proposed Development does 
not cause a Significant visual effect to arise on the fundamental sensitivities of the landscape in view from 

this location and will not cause a Significant effect to arise in relation to visual receptors overall in relation 
to the R627. 

1.4.6 Impacts on Visual Amenity of Residential Properties 

Section 6.2.12.15 of Cork County Council’s submission states that 
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“It is noted that the applicant has only considered the impact on 4 clusters of properties (22 units 
in total) in the area between the two clusters. Of these 22 units, only cluster 2 (3 units) and units 
1,2,3 and 9 in Cluster 2 are in County Cork. 

For the purposes of the visual assessment, the applicant has not identified all units within 1.2 
kms of the proposed turbines. It should be noted that for the purposes of the noise assessment, 
which is set out in Chapter 13, 80 residential properties with 1.2 kms of the proposed turbines 
have been identified, 29 of which are in County Cork. 

The applicant has not considered the visual impact of the turbines on those residential properties 
either to the west of the western clusters or those properties to the south of the eastern cluster. 
This is a concern particularly in light of Objective ED 3-5 of the County Development Plan 
which requires the consideration of impacts on residential amenity in respect of visual impact.” 

In relation to the concern highlighted that “the applicant has not identified all units within 1.2 kms of the 
proposed turbines. It should be noted that for the purposes of the noise assessment, which is set out in 
Chapter 13, 80 residential properties with 1.2 kms of the proposed turbines have been identified”.  

Potential for impact on sensitive residential receptors has been kept to the fore throughout the iterative 
design process adopted for the Proposed Development and has been considered in full within the EIAR. 
The Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019, DoHPLG) contain Specific Planning 

Policy Requirements (SPPRs). Of specific relevance here in relation to appropriate setback distances is 
SPPR 2 which states: 

SPPR2 

“With the exception of applications where reduced setback requirements have been agreed with 
relevant owner(s) as outlined at 6.18.2 below, planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála (where 
relevant), shall, in undertaking their development planning and development management 
functions, ensure that a setback distance for visual amenity purposes of 4 times the tip height of 
the relevant wind turbine shall apply between each wind turbine and the nearest point of the 
curtilage  of any residential property in the vicinity of the proposed development, subject to a 
mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres from that residential property. Some discretion 
applies to planning authorities when agreeing separation distances for small scale wind energy 
developments generating energy primarily for onsite usage.” 

It is submitted that in relation to residential visual amenity, which is under consideration “for the purposes 
of the visual assessment”, a set-back distance of “4 times the tip height of the relevant wind turbine” is 
required in relation to residential visual amenity. As illustrated in Figure 1-15 below, the Proposed 

Development is compliant with the 4 times tip height set-back distance (noted above - SPPR 2) prescribed 
by the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019, DoHPLG). 

Visual effects on residential receptors are considered outside of this requirement, as discussed in some 

detail within Section 12.8.3.5 of the EIAR (which discusses the visual effects on residential properties 
between the two clusters) as well through the use of various other photomontage viewpoints throughout 
the LVIA study area and discussion of visual effects within Sections 12.8.3.3.3 of the EIAR. 
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Figure 1-15 Residential Visual Amenity Set-Back Distance* 

*Note: following an updated planning search since the original planning application was lodged with An 
Bord Pleanala for the Lyrenacarriga Wind Farm, two planning applications were granted by Cork County 
Council . These residential dwellings with planning permission (not yet constructed) were identified within 
the 600m set-back distance from turbine T5 and are shown on the map above. These receptors are 
addressed separately, below, in Section 1.7. 

The following text makes a number of points in relation to the following quote from Cork County 
Councils submission: 

“The applicant has not considered the visual impact of the turbines on those residential 
properties either to the west of the western clusters or those properties to the south of the eastern 
cluster. This is a concern particularly in light of Objective ED 3-5 of the County Development 
Plan which requires the consideration of impacts on residential amenity in respect of visual 
impact.” 

Firstly, a submission made above in relation to the comments of the Council in relation to the R627 and 

the L7806 is also applicable in this case regarding the lack of photomontages from specific visual receptors 
(in this case residential properties) noted in the above quoted text. 

During the LVIA conducted as part of the EIAR and reported in Chapter 12 (Landscape and Visual) a 

detailed scoping exercise, desk study and baseline study was conducted. This was done with the aim of 
assessing the likely significant effects of the Proposed Development. In relation to the level of detail to be 
included in a baseline study, the GLVIA (3rd ed) states the following: 

“The level of detail provided should be that which is reasonably required to assess the likely 
significant effects.” 

Within the landscape and visual chapter (Chapter 12) of the EIAR which reports on the LVIA conducted 

the emphasis was on providing the level of detail necessary to assess the likely significant effects of the 
Proposed Development. In relation to the selection of Viewpoint locations, the GLVIA (3rd ed) states: 
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“The emphasis must always be on proportionality in relation to the scale and nature of the 
development proposal and nature of the development proposal and its likely significant 
effects.” 

In the selection of viewpoint locations, it is not possible to represent every single visual receptor identified 
in the study area with an individual photomontage and emphasis is put on those receptors with the 

potential to experience likely significant effects. In relation to “residential properties either to the west of 
the western clusters or those properties to the south of the eastern cluster”, it is submitted that it is not the 
case that the visual impact on these properties was not considered in the original EIAR. The focus of the 

EIAR was on those residential properties with potential views of turbines in multiple direction as these 
were more likely to experience significant visual effects (although as noted in Section 12.8.3.5 of the EIAR, 
this is not the case). It is noted that there are a range of Viewpoints originally captured in close proximity 

to the Proposed Development (five in total, from multiple perspectives). However, to ensure that the 
Council’s concerns are fully addressed in relation to residential visual amenity a number of additional 
photomontages were prepared from “those residential properties either to the west of the western clusters 
or those properties to the south of the eastern cluster.” 

The effects on residential visual amenity for the local community is addressed in some detail above in 
Section 1.2. This includes discussion of photomontages prepared from residential properties to the west 

of the western clusters and to the south of the eastern cluster. The discussion above is not repeated here 
however, it is noted that no Significant residual visual effects are deemed to arise at these locations and 
that the concerns raised by the Council in relation to these are fully addressed in Section 1.2. above, and 

within the photomontage assessment tables included in Appendix 1 accompanying this report.  

1.4.7 Submissions of Waterford County Council 

Waterford County Council has made a number of comments relating to the landscape and visual impact 
of the Proposed Development. A number of these comments are generic commentary relating to the 15 
(no.) Photomontages presented in the original EIAR. It is reiterated in this regard that these 

Photomontages were assessed in substantial detail in Appendix 12-3 of the EIAR and no Significant 
residual visual effects were deemed to arise. It is submitted that none of the comments made by Waterford 
County Council in relation to these viewpoints suggest or imply that Significant visual effects arise.  

1.4.7.1 Wind Energy Strategy 

Waterford County Council’s submission states:  

“Notwithstanding the designation of the Waterford portion of the site as a Preferred Area for 
Wind Development WCCC acknowledges that the technology at the time of that designation 
was significantly smaller than the overall height and rotor diameter of the now proposed turbines. 
While technology has evolved it is considered that there are serious concerns regarding these 
lands to visually accommodate the extent and scale of the turbines proposed in the current 
application having regard to these lands designations as Visually Sensitive and Visually 
Vulnerable with both local and wider views significantly impacted upon.” 

The concerns highlighted above in relation to the ability of the Proposed Development Site to “visually 
accommodate” the proposed turbines are subject to extensive discussion in a number of sections within 
the EIAR (see Section 12.8.3.1, Section 12.8.3.2, Section 12.8.3.3, and Section 12.8 generally, as well as 

Appendix 12-2 which contains a comprehensive assessment of effects on landscape character within the 
LVIA Study Area). It is submitted that the landscape of the Proposed Development Site is entirely suitable 
for a wind energy development (as suggested by the designation of this area as a ‘Preferred Area’ in the 

Waterford County Development Plan 2011-2017, Waterford renewable energy Strategy 2016-2030 and 
Waterford City and County Development Plan 2022-2028) and is capable of visually accommodating a 
wind farm of this scale. The Proposed Development aligns well with the guidelines on siting and design 

(Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2006, DoEHLG) and the Draft Revised Wind Energy 
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Development Guidelines (2019, DoHPLG)) for ‘Hilly and Flat Farmland’. The two clusters of turbines 
are located at elevated locations in accordance with the guidelines which state that “elevated locations 
are also more likely to achieve optimum aesthetic effect.” Again, the iterative design of the Proposed 
Development has been conscious of this requirement and as such the site of the Proposed Development 
satisfies these desirable conditions. In all, the landscape of the site is entirely suitable for a wind energy 

development. It is not of high landscape value as it is primarily a commercial monoculture forestry site, 
and the location on a remote elevated site has ensured that it has avoided centres of population and that 
no Significant impacts on residential amenity occur (as detailed in full elsewhere in this document and 

within the original EIAR). It is also apparent throughout the entire range of Photomontages presented 
that the Proposed Development is effectively absorbed within the landscape within which it is viewed, 
particularly from locations where the Proposed Development is viewed within “wider views”, which is 

noted as a concern of Waterford County Council. Therefore, it is submitted that the Proposed 
Development Site is entirely suitable as a site for a wind energy development of this scale and is also 
aligned with the policy of Waterford County Council in this regard.  

1.4.7.2 Settlements 

Waterford County Council’s submission states  

“It is considered the Visual Impact Assessment submitted is not sufficiently robust and additional 
view points both locally having regard to dwelling locations and settlements and also from the 
periphery from settlements further removed should have been assessed – such impacts should 
be assessed from open / worst scenario locations – not at points where local features obscure or 
partially obscure the development.” 

In relation to the above quote a number of additional photomontages have been prepared from 
residential dwellings close to the Proposed Development that serve to supplement the original EIAR and 

assessment of the effects on residential visual amenity. These are outlined and discussed above and it is 
reemphasised here that there are no Significant visual effects that arise in relation to the Proposed 
Development.  

Waterford County Council’s submission goes on to state: 

“It is further noted that the closest occupied dwelling is 700m from a turbine, Turbine 6 and it 
is noted that there are two further turbines just over 700m from dwellings and these are Turbine 
5 and 12. While it is setout that these turbines comply with minimum recommended separation 
distances it is considered this separation distance for developments so large could give rise to 
negative residential amenities and a visually overbearing impact.” 

The residential receptors noted above are shown on Figure 1-16 below. In relation to the residential 
dwelling marked a No. 1 on the map below, this is owned by a participating landowner in the project.  

In relation to the residential dwelling marked No. 2 on the map below, it is noted that a tall tract of 

coniferous forestry is located in the intervening space between the Proposed Development and the 
residential dwelling marked No. 2 on the map below, which will substantially screen the Proposed 
Development from view.   

In relation to the residential dwelling marked as No. 3 on the map below, it is noted that bordering this 
receptor to the west is a large tract of commercial plantation forestry which provides substantial screening 
of views in the direction of the nearest turbine (T12). As a result, there are likely to be limited views in 

the direction of the Proposed Development (western cluster).  

Overall, it is submitted that the concern highlighted by Waterford County Council in relation to houses 
located approximately 700m from the nearest turbine (although it is noted that these are compliant with 

the minimum recommended separation distances), that both houses number 2 and 3 are located in 
locations where there are substantial levels of screening provided by the commercial forestry present on 
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site and located in the intervening space between these receptors and the nearest turbines. It is submitted 
that this screening will limit visibility of the proposed turbines and provide a degree of separation such 

that the Proposed Development will not have a “visually overbearing impact.” 

Visual effects in relation to the overall residential visual amenity of the local community are 
comprehensively addressed above in Section 1.1 and in Chapter 12 of the original EIAR. 

 
Figure 1-16 Residential Receptors highlighted by Waterford County Council 

1.5 Response to Technical Assessment of 
Photomontages 
A 3rd party submission prepared by Diana Royce, titled ‘Conformance and Technical Assessment of the 
Applicant’s Photomontage Visualisation for the Lyrenacarriga Wind Farm’ laid out a number of critiques 
of the Photomontages prepared by MKO as part of the EIAR. In relation to these critiques a number of 

points are made below relating to the relevance and pertinence of these critiques as they pertain to the 
visual impact assessment undertaken. However, it is noted that all of the points made below and the 
critiques made are in the first instance, immaterial to the determination of residual effects. It is submitted 

that even if all of the critiques made were valid then this would not have any material impact on the 
determination of the significance of visual effects conducted. An important point to be emphasised, prior 
to any discussion of the critiques made and before any consideration is given to this discussion, that the 

specific critiques made do not, in the professional judgement of MKO, constitute any meaningful or 
fundamental critique such that a determination of significance in the visual impact assessment would be 
altered as a result.  

In relation to the critique of viewpoint selection, it is noted that the LVIA conducted as part of the EIAR 
comprehensively addresses the likely significant effects of the Proposed Development, and that this 
assessment is also supplemented by 14 no. additional photomontages, showing views from multiple 

perspectives and orientations representing both the local community and the Blackwater Valley. In total 
there are now 29 no. Photomontages showing the Proposed Development which is considered more than 
sufficient to determine if likely Significant landscape and visual effects are likely to arise.  
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In relation to the critique made of the camera used to capture the imagery under the heading 
‘Photography’, where it is noted that “in all cases except in Viewpoint 11/Glenacroghery it is stated that 
the camera used is a Canon EOS 600D which has a 1.5 sensor”, it is noted that this is actually incorrect 
labelling in the Photomontage Booklet prepared. All images were captured using a Canon EOS 5d Mk 
III with a 50mm lens. All images were captured using the “correct equipment”, as it is described by the 

author of the 3rd party submission.  

In relation to the critique made under the heading ‘Technical Process’ where it is claimed that we do not 
know what turbine has been modelled, it is noted that the turbine dimensions (specifically the hub height 

and rotor diameter) of the turbines modelled in the Photomontages are listed clearly in the Photomontage 
Booklet, in the tables contained within that booklet listing other details such as viewpoint coordinates, 
date of image taken, etc. The author of the 3rd party submission appears to have overlooked these, 

although they are clearly presented.  

In relation to the “DTM Terrain model used to place the turbines into the photograph” (under the 
Technical Process heading), a 10m terrain model was used, which is noted as acceptable by the author 

of the 3rd Party submission. As regards the remainder of the critiques made under this heading (Technical 
Process), it is submitted that none of the points made have any actual bearing on a determination of 
Significance. It is stated in the 3rd party submission that “the turbines in these images are under-scaled 
and will appear larger and nearer in reality”. The point made here is over-zealous as the turbines are not 
actually scaled incorrectly. The vertical field of view (VFOV) in the photomontages presented is 16.2 
degrees, as this size image better fit within the layout of the Photomontage Booklet (the rendered turbines 

are the same size and scale in both 16.2 and 18.2 degree versions), this is an extremely minor difference 
in the vertical field of view from the 18.2 degrees. It is also clarified that this difference does not reduce 
the scale of the turbines themselves it only removes a minor part of the upper parts of the images (i.e. 

crops the sky), the turbines remain at the same size as they would otherwise in the image.  

It is noted in relation to critiques made under the ‘Presentation’ heading, that multiple printed copies of 
the Photomontage booklets were submitted as part of the planning application and the relevance of the 

discussion under this point is questioned.  

In relation to the ‘Summary’ contained in the 3rd party summary. It is noted that the author is over-
zealous in their assertion that 

“the applicant has not provided the public or the decision-makers with a reliable set of 
visualisations for the proposed Lyrenacarriga Wind Farm and that although the applicable 
Guidance has been cited by the applicant they have disregarded its most basic tenets and 
failed to be transparent about the technical process” 

Minor errors (labelling, layout, etc.) do not amount to a disregard of “most basic tenets”. In addition, 
information claimed to not have been provided has indeed been provided as discussed above. If the 

critiques made in what appears to be a thorough validation of the photomontage booklet are the worst 
critiques that can be made of these photomontages, it highlights how fit for purpose the photomontages 
actually are for the determination of visual effects. None of the critiques made have any actual bearing 

on the appearance of the Proposed Development as presented in these photomontages.  

The Photomontages are fit for purpose and sufficiently accurate for the task at hand. Any minor edits 
resulting from the critique made would not amount to a difference in the determination of visual effects 

made and there are no points raised that are fundamental to the determination of landscape and visual 
effects.  
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1.6 Turbine T5 – Alternative Location 
Following an updated planning search since the original planning application was lodged with An Bord 
Pleanala for the Lyrenacarriga Wind Farm, two planning applications were granted by Cork County 
Council (PL Reference 21/7120 and 20/6991). These residential dwellings with planning permission (not 

yet constructed) were identified within the 600m set-back distance from turbine T5 and are shown on the 
map below. The proposed alternative location for T5 is also shown on this map, along with a line (green) 
indicating the 4x tip height set-back distance for this buffer. As shown, the proposed alternate location of 

T5 would ensure that the Proposed Development remains compliant with the required set-back distance 
set out under the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019, DoHPLG). In terms of the 
landscape and visual effects of the Proposed Development, the proposed alternate location will have an 

extremely low level of change, and there will be no fundamental change to the landscape and visual 
effects set out within the EIAR and accompanying documents. Any landscape effects discussed will be 
unchanged by virtue of the proposed movement of T5, with the character of the site remaining almost 

identical under the proposal.  

An additional photomontage was also prepared from Viewpoint 29, seen in the map below, 
demonstrating the visual differences between the original location for T5 and the proposed alternative 

location. This photomontage can be seen in the Photomontage booklet accompanying this submission. It 
is emphasised that the slightly different positioning of the turbine will not affect the significance of the 
residual visual effect deemed to arise from this location. This is also the case for the other viewpoints, 

where the slight movement of T5 within the image will not alter the predicted residual visual effect. 
Overall, the alternative proposed location of T5 will not alter the significance of any of the landscape and 
visual effects reported.  

 
Figure 1-17 Sites of new planning permission and T5 alternative location 
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1. PHOTOMONTAGE ASSESSMENT 
TABLES 
A new supplementary photomontage booklet is included as part of this Further Information Response. 
The included photomontage booklet is a continuation of the Volume 2 booklet submitted with the original 

Lyrenecarriga Wind Farm EIAR. The supplementary booklet comprises 14 new photomontages in order 
to satisfactorily address points A & B of the boards further information request. The methodology and 
equipment used for photographic capture and preparation of these photomontages follows the same 

methodology used to create the 14 no. photomontages of the Volume 2 EIAR photomontage booklet. A 
comprehensive description of these methodologies are detailed in Section 1.4 of the LVIA methodology 
document – Appendix 12-1 of the Lyrenecarriga Wind Farm EIAR.   

Additional viewpoint assessment tables for the additional 14 No. Viewpoints are included in this 
document. These additional tables follow the same format and structure as Appendix 12-3 of the 
Lyrenecarriga Wind Farm EIAR and provide a detailed assessment of the likely significance of visual 

effects arising as a result of the Proposed Development as viewed from each of the fourteen additional 
photomontage locations. Assessment of visual effects follow the same assessment methodology and 
grading criteria specified in section 1.5.3 of Appendix 12-1 of the Lyrenecarriga Wind Farm EIAR.   

 

VP No. Description Grid Ref.  

16 View from a local road in the townland of Propoge. This 
viewpoint is located approximately 1.1 km south-east of 
the nearest turbine (T6).   

E 605,350                       
N 586,168 

17 View from a local road in the townland of Ballydaniel. 
This viewpoint is located approximately 970m south-east 
of the nearest turbine (T10).   

E 604,072                       
N 584,370 

19 View from a local road in the townland of Ballyanthony. 
This viewpoint is located approximately 766m west of 

the nearest turbine (T16). 

E 598,824                       
N 587,356 

20 View from a local road in the townland of Coolbagh. 
This viewpoint is located approximately 6.9 km east of 

the nearest proposed turbine (T6). 

E 611,251                           
N 586,333 

21 View from a local road in the townland of Coolbagh, 

located further down the slopes of the Blackwater Valley 
than Viewpoint 34. This viewpoint is located 
approximately 6.5 km east of the nearest proposed 

turbine (T6). 

E 610,861                       

N 586,123  

22 View from a local road adjacent to the Dromoe 
Viewpoint, in the townland of Dromore. Dromore 

Viewpoint is a designated scenic viewpoint in the Draft 
Waterford County Development Plan 2022-2028. This 
viewpoint is located approximately 6.4 km north-east of 

the nearest proposed turbine (T1). 

E 609,634                       
N 590,678 

23 View from D’Loughtane House, a cultural heritage site in 

the townland of D’Loughtane. This viewpoint is located 

E 609,884                        

N 583,255  
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VP No. Description Grid Ref.  

approximately 6.4 km south-east of the nearest turbine 
(T6). 

24 View from Ballynaraha Castle, a cultural heritage site in 

the townland of Kilnacarriga. This viewpoint is located 
approximately 6.7 km north of the nearest turbine (T1). 

E 605,959                       

N 594,095 

25 View from a local road the townland of O’Kyle. This 
Viewpoint is located 6.7km north of the nearest turbine 
(T1). 

E 607,521            
N593,424 

26 View from Lisfinney House, a cultural heritage site in the 
townland of Lisfinney. This viewpoint is located 
approximately 6.2 km north of the nearest turbine (T12). 

E 599,131                       
N 594,618 

27 View from the intersection of two local roads within 
Villierstown village, in the townland of Villierstown. This 

viewpoint is located approximately 8.4 km north-east of 
the nearest proposed turbine (T1).  

E 610,310                        
N 592,806 

28 View from the R627 regional road in the townland of 

Glengoura Upper. This viewpoint is located 
approximately 2.2 km north-west of the nearest turbine 
(T13).  

E 597,535                       

N 589,306 

29 View from the R634 regional road in the townland of 
Breeda. This viewpoint is located along a designated 

scenic route in the Cork County Development Plan 2014. 
This viewpoint is located approximately 570m west of 
the nearest turbine (T5). 

E 602,613                       
N 586,856 

 

1.1 Visual Effects: Mitigation Factors: 
The locations chosen for photomontages follow a detailed and extensive process including review of 
baseline information, site visits and high-quality photo taking at multiple locations within the LVIA study 

area. Many locations, which based on a desktop review had the potential for views of the site, had 
complete intervening screening or were screened to such an extent that the development of 
photomontages was not considered useful in terms of the assessment process i.e. little or no visibility 

towards the Proposed Development. It is therefore considered important to describe the nature of the 
proposed site and surrounds in order to provide context for this and avoid repetition in the viewpoint 
assessment tables below. 

In general, coniferous forestry sites located on elevated locations within Hilly and Flat Farmland 
Landscape types tend to be capable of accommodating suitably designed wind farm projects of scale. 
The highly vegetated farmland landscape and abundance of coniferous forestry that surround the site 

provide lots of screening and has the capacity to significantly mitigate likely visual effects in close 
proximity to the site. Key reasons enabling the Proposed Development to be effectively absorbed by the 
landscape of the site and surrounding area are outlined below and are evident in the photomontages: 

 Strategic Siting in Relation to Scenic Views  
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The Proposed Development is strategically sited so that it minimises the interference of the 
proposed turbines with the long-ranging scenic views within the LVIA Study Area, 

including views of the Blackwater Valley. A common theme seen throughout the 
photomontages is that the turbines are either located in the opposite direction to the 
direction of the scenic views from multiple locations, or that the main focus of the scenic 

view is not directly towards the proposed turbines. This is particularly relevant in relation 
to views from locations in close proximity to the Proposed Development, where turbines 
may appear as large vertical elements in one direction, but where the actual natural focus 

of views from these locations is away from the proposed turbines.  
 

 Strategic Siting – of the Proposed Development within a landscape area of large-scale 

human modification of the landscape  
The proposed turbines are sited, and are viewed, as within an area of commercial 
monoculture forestry. This commercial forestry generally limits views to shorter ranges 

from locations in close proximity to he Proposed Development and appears as a large-scale 
human modification of the landscape from a wide range of locations within the LVIA Study 
Area, and in particular from certain key sensitive locations including scenic amenity 

designations and within views representing the local community. This forestry also provides 
a degree of separation between viewpoints representing visual receptors located nearby the 
Proposed Development such as residential receptors.  

 
 Screening from surrounding landscape elements - commercial forestry 

The tracts of commercial plantation forestry noted are a prominent landscape feature of 

the Proposed Development Site and the surrounding landscape. Located between visual 
receptors and the proposed turbines, these and other vegetational elements of this highly 
vegetated landscape provide screening, obscuring views towards the proposed turbines or 

making those views intermittent in nature.  
 

 The Proposed Development does not obstruct landscape views of the Blackwater River or 

Valley and does not substantially impact scenic amenity attributed to the landscape of the 
valley.  
Views of the Blackwater Valley are generally not interfered with greatly, or obstructed by, 

the Proposed Development, and where long-range views of the Blackwater Valley are 
available, the Proposed Development is seen as visually separated from the landscape area 
surrounding the valley. 

 

Viewpoint 16 - Propoge 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 View from a local road in the townland of Propoge.  
 This viewpoint is located approximately 1.1 km south-east of the nearest 

turbine (T6).   

 Grid Reference: E 605,350, N 586,168 
 No. of turbines visible: 16/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Prov. LCA 1 South-

Western Upland Plateau 
- Moderate 

Visual Receptor(s) 

and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 

Residents - High 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the view is comprised of an agricultural field that slopes 
downwards towards a low hedgerow with a number of deciduous trees and 
shrubs interspersed along its path. An electricity line can be seen running 

parallel with this ditch. A number of other agricultural fields can be seen on 
the other side of this hedgerow, throughout the midground, which are 
backed by an area of commercial plantation forestry. This forestry is 
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Viewpoint 16 - Propoge 

bordered by a line of native deciduous trees providing some visual 
softening of the commercial forestry monoculture. This forestry is seen 
throughout the midground. In the background of the view the landform can 

be seen to slope upwards towards a ridgeline forming the skyline of the 
view, with the highest point along this ridgeline forming a small hill in the 
left background. The landcover here is coniferous monoculture forestry, 

demonstrating a substantial level of human interference in the landscape. 
This forestry is seen throughout the background and covers the vast 
majority of the ridgeline that forms the skyline. There are some longer-range 

views available in the left background, where the lower topography and lack 
of forestry permits views over the flat adjacent countryside.  

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description 

The eastern cluster of the Proposed Development is seen throughout the 

background of the view, with 11 turbines seen almost in their entirety. In 
addition, the blade tips of five turbines of the western cluster are seen above 
the treeline formed by the commercial forestry. The turbines occupy a large 

vertical and horizontal extent within the view from this location. The 
turbines appear evenly spaced and with a coherent layout, with minimal 
overlap of turbine components. In addition, the eastern cluster can be seen 

to follow the ridgeline created by the topography, improving the visual 
absorption and coherency of the Proposed Development within the view. 
The turbines are also viewed across a small valley created by the 

topography, creating a degree of separation from this viewpoint and nearby 
residential receptors.  

Turbine Range 
Assessment 

It is noted that additional photomontages were produced showing a 
differing turbine configuration, the ‘Lowest Hub and Longest Blade’. The 
difference between this configuration and the ‘Highest Hub and Shortest 

Blade’ is negligible in terms of visual effects, demonstrating that differences 
between differing turbine configuration within the range stated is negligible 
from a landscape and visual perspective. 

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 

Receptor(s)  

Medium – This viewpoint represents a number of nearby residential 

receptors with views in the direction of the Proposed Development, 
however, it is noted that these views are at present views towards a large 
tract of commercial forestry and do not offer much by way of scenic 

amenity. In addition, this is a small local road with likely low traffic 
numbers.  

Magnitude of Change Substantial: “Substantial change, where the proposals would result in large-
scale, prominent or very prominent change, leading to substantial 
obstruction of existing view or complete change in character and 
composition of the baseline though removal of key elements or addition of 
uncharacteristic elements which may or may not be visually discordant. This 
includes viewpoints where the proposed development is fully or almost fully 
visible over a wide extent, at close proximity to the viewer. This change 
could be long term or of a long duration.” (LVIA Methodology Appendix 
12-1 EIAR). 

The Proposed Development occupies a large vertical and horizontal extent 

within the view and will result in large-scale change within the view. The 
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Viewpoint 16 - Propoge 

character of the view will be altered substantially as a result of the Proposed 
Development.  

Significance of Effect  Medium x Substantial = Moderate = Significant (EPA, 2022) 

An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters a 
sensitive aspect of the environment. 

Mitigation Factors  With regards to the siting of turbines in proximity to residential 
dwellings, the Proposed Development adheres to the minimum 500 
metre set back distance in the current Wind Energy Development 

Guidelines (2006, DoEHLG) and also the 4 times tip height set-back 
distance explicitly set out for residential visual amenity prescribed by 
the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019, 

DoHPLG). 
 The layout of the Proposed Development is coherent form this 

viewpoint with good spacing between turbines and minimal overlap of 

turbine components. 
 Sparsely populated section of road and there are relatively limited 

numbers of nearby residential properties. 

 The turbines are seen as set-back from this location due to the 
distances involved (approx. 1.1 km for the closest turbine) and the 
local topography which creates a degree of separation between the 

Proposed Development and the Viewpoint. 
 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

 Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 
Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type in which the 
Proposed Development is located. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Moderate (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner consistent 
with existing and emerging baseline trends. 

 

Viewpoint 17 – Ballydaniel  

Viewpoint 
Description and 

Details 

 View from a local road in the townland of Ballydaniel.  
 This viewpoint is located approximately 970m south-east of the nearest 

turbine (T10).   
 This view is captured from a small local road of poor road quality. 

There are several residential receptors with these views nearby.  

 The views to the east, away from the Proposed Development are long-
ranging and expansive, whereas views towards the site are short-range 
views towards commercial forestry monoculture. 

 This viewpoint is approximately 970m south-east from the nearest 
turbine (T10). 

 Grid Reference: E 604,072, N 584,370 

 No. of turbines visible: 9/17 

LCA and Sensitivity LCT 10b Fissured 
Fertile Middleground 

(Rylane east to 
Waterford) - Low 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 
Residents - High 
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Viewpoint 17 – Ballydaniel  

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of this view is of an agricultural field which takes up the 
majority of the foreground and midground. A metal gate which borders the 
local road can be seen in close proximity to the viewpoint, in the right 

foreground. The agricultural field is bordered by a mature hedgerow with 
several deciduous trees and shrubs interspersed along it, seen in the right 
midground. The agricultural field seen throughout the left foreground and 

midground has a gentle slope upwards towards the left-hand side of the 
image. Views are restricted to relatively short distance by the commercial 
plantation forestry that can be seen throughout the background of this view, 

and the ridgeline formed by the rising topography. The monoculture 
forestry obstructs and longer-ranging views in this direction. A line of 
deciduous native trees can be seen in front of the commercial forestry 

providing some visual softening of the views of the forestry. 

Proposed 
Photomontage 

Description 

There are seven turbine hubs visible within this Photomontage, with the 
turbine towers of five of these turbines also partially visible. In addition, 

there are the blades of two more turbines visible above the treeline. The 
remainder of the turbine components and other turbines in the Proposed 
Development are screened by the intervening topography or the 

commercial forestry. The closest turbine (T10) is located just under 1 km 
from the viewpoint and, along with turbine T9 and T8, occupies a relatively 
large vertical extent within the view. The proposed turbines are viewed 

behind an initial tract of commercial forestry and on the other side of a high 
point in elevation, providing a degree of separation from the viewpoint and 
the turbines. The proposed turbines do not interfere with any view of scenic 

value 

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium – The viewpoint is mainly representative of the views from several 
residential receptors located approx. 1km from the nearest turbine. While 
residential receptors are generally sensitive receptors, the direction of the 

turbines in relation to these dwellings means that it will be the gable end of 
these properties that will face towards the proposed turbines limiting 
available views of the Proposed Development from these dwellings. In any 

case, the views of primary scenic amenity from these dwellings are directed 
away from the Proposed Development to the east, where the topography 
slopes downwards allowing long-range views over the countryside.  

Magnitude of Change Substantial: “Substantial change, where the proposals would result in large-
scale, prominent or very prominent change, leading to substantial 
obstruction of existing view or complete change in character and 
composition of the baseline though removal of key elements or addition of 
uncharacteristic elements which may or may not be visually discordant. This 
includes viewpoints where the proposed development is fully or almost fully 
visible over a wide extent, at close proximity to the viewer. This change 
could be long term or of a long duration.” (LVIA Methodology Appendix 
12-1 EIAR). 

The turbines (particularly those closest to the viewpoint) appear to occupy a 
large vertical extent within the view. The turbines do change the character 

of the view in this direction, although it is noted that the baseline character 
of the view is one of commercial forestry operations.  
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Viewpoint 17 – Ballydaniel  

Significance of Effect  Medium x Substantial = Moderate = Significant (EPA, 2022) 
An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters a 
sensitive aspect of the environment. 

Mitigation Factors  With regards to the siting of turbines in proximity to residential 
dwellings, the Proposed Development adheres to the minimum 500 
metre set back distance in the current Wind Energy Development 

Guidelines (2006, DoEHLG) and also the 4 times tip height set-back 
distance explicitly set out for residential visual amenity prescribed by 
the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019, 

DoHPLG). 
 The turbines occupy a limited horizontal extent within the view.  
 There are views of a much higher scenic quality available to the east, 

away from the Proposed Development. Whereas existing views 
towards the Proposed Development site are short-range views of 
commercial forestry.  

 Sparsely populated section of road and there are relatively limited 
numbers of nearby residential properties. 

 The turbines are seen above the skyline of the view in a coherent 

layout. 
 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 

factors) 

Moderate (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner consistent 

with existing and emerging baseline trends.  

 

Viewpoint 19 – Ballyanthony 

Viewpoint 
Description and 

Details 

 View from a local road in the townland of Ballyanthony.  
 This viewpoint is located approximately 766m west of the nearest 

turbine (T16). 
 Grid Reference: E 598,824, N 587,356 
 No. of turbines visible: 6/17 

LCA and Sensitivity LCT 10b Fissured 
Fertile Middleground 

(Rylane east to 
Waterford) - Low 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 
Residents - High 

Description of 

‘Baseline’ 

This view looks onto a grassland field that can be seen throughout he centre 

midground, with residential dwellings bordering the field to the left and 
right-hand sides. The dwelling seen in the right midground of the 120 
degree view can be seen to be bordered to the rear by a treeline of mature 

deciduous tree and lower shrubs. The dwelling in the left background is 
seen above a dense mature hedgerow that screens most of the building from 
view. The topography in the view slopes upwards, forming a ridgeline that 

prevents long-range views to in the centre background. This ridgeline 
formed by the topography, and the mature treelines seen in the view, 
restrict visibility to short-range views from this location. 
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Viewpoint 19 – Ballyanthony 

Proposed 
Photomontage 
Description 

There are five turbine hubs within view, with the blade of one additional 
turbine visible above a tree adjoining the residential dwelling in the left-
midground. This screening effect will differ depending on the exact location 

of the viewer. The turbines occupy a large vertical extent within the view 
and are seen behind the ridgeline formed by the topography in the 
background, providing a degree of separation between the turbines and the 

viewpoint. The turbines are well spaced and the layout appears coherent 
from this location, with minimal overlap of turbine components apparent.  

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium – This viewpoint represents a number of nearby residential 
receptors with views in the direction of the Proposed Development, 

however, it is noted that these views are at present short-range views towards 
commercial forestry (in the case of the dwelling seen to the left-hand side, 
and a short -range view of an agricultural field in the case of the dwelling 

seen to the right-hand side) and do not offer much by way of scenic 
amenity. In addition, this is a small local road with likely low traffic 
numbers.  

Magnitude of Change Substantial: “Substantial change, where the proposals would result in large-
scale, prominent or very prominent change, leading to substantial 
obstruction of existing view or complete change in character and 
composition of the baseline though removal of key elements or addition of 
uncharacteristic elements which may or may not be visually discordant. This 
includes viewpoints where the proposed development is fully or almost fully 
visible over a wide extent, at close proximity to the viewer. This change 
could be long term or of a long duration.” (LVIA Methodology Appendix 
12-1 EIAR). 

The Proposed Development occupies a large vertical extent within the view 
and will result in large-scale change within the view. The character of the 
view will be altered substantially as a result of the Proposed Development.  

Significance of Effect  Medium x Substantial = Moderate = Significant (EPA, 2022) 
An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters a 

sensitive aspect of the environment. 

Mitigation Factors  With regards to the siting of turbines in proximity to residential 
dwellings, the Proposed Development adheres to the minimum 500 

metre set back distance in the current Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines (2006, DoEHLG) and also the 4 times tip height set-back 
distance explicitly set out for residential visual amenity prescribed by 

the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019, 
DoHPLG). 

 There are views of a much higher scenic quality available to the east, 

away from the Proposed Development. Whereas existing views 
towards the Proposed Development site are short-range views of 
commercial forestry.  

 The existing views are short-range views over an agricultural field and 
are not of a high scenic quality. Therefore, the addition of the 
Proposed Development does not adversely affect views of sensitive 

scenic landscape features. 
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Viewpoint 19 – Ballyanthony 

 Sparsely populated section of road and there are relatively limited 
numbers of nearby residential properties. 

 The turbines are seen above the skyline of the view in a coherent 

layout. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 

factors) 

Moderate (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner consistent 

with existing and emerging baseline trends.  

 

 

Viewpoint 20 – Coolbagh - Higher up the Valley 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 View is from a local road in the townland of Coolbagh.  
 This viewpoint is located approximately 6.9 km east of the nearest 

proposed turbine (T6). 

 Grid Reference: E 611,251, N 586,333 
 No. of turbines visible: 16/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 

Valleys and Lowlands – 
High 

Visual Receptor(s) 

and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 

Residents – Medium 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

This view is captured from a small local road seen in the left foreground. 
The road slopes downwards towards the River Blackwater (which is not 
visible from this location) offering open views over a roadside hedgerow of 

the opposite valley slope. The foreground of the view consists of a mature 
hedgerow that borders an agricultural field. Such fields commonly make up 
the majority of the landcover here, with the field pattern predominating 

throughout the background of the view. In addition to these fields there are 
several farmsteads scattered throughout the midground and background, as 
well as a number of deciduous treelines, again bordering the agricultural 

fields. The landform rises in the background of the view forming a ridgeline 
with a rise in elevation to the right background. Along the ridgeline a 
number of tracts of coniferous plantation forestry can be seen. The 

landscape is seen to be substantially modified by man in terms of the 
agricultural fields and the tracts of commercial forestry that define the view, 
as well as the electricity lines that introduce vertical elements into the view. 

The character of the view is rural in nature, and this view is typical of views 
in this area.  

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description 

Both the eastern and western cluster of turbines appear in the centre 

background of this view. Turbines from the western cluster appear slightly 
smaller than the eastern cluster, although this effect is minimal from this 
distance. The turbines are generally evenly spaced, aside from a number of 

overlapping turbines components from more-distant turbines in the western 
cluster, although in general and the layout is coherent and appropriate for 
this landscape type. There is some screening of the turbine towers of certain 

turbines by the topography and coniferous plantation forestry, particularly 
turbines of the western cluster (seen to the right-hand side of the line of 
turbines), where several turbines are almost completely screened. The 
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Viewpoint 20 – Coolbagh - Higher up the Valley 

turbines appear behind the ridgeline and so do not obstruct or interfere 
with any longer-ranging views.  

Turbine Range 

Assessment 

It is noted that additional photomontages were produced showing a 

differing turbine configuration, the ‘Lowest Hub and Longest Blade’. The 
difference between this configuration and the ‘Highest Hub and Shortest 
Blade’ is negligible in terms of visual effects, demonstrating that differences 

between differing turbine configuration within the range stated is negligible 
from a landscape and visual perspective.  

Cumulative Effects No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium: This viewpoint is located along what is a small local road with 
likely low traffic numbers. The most sensitive receptors are nearby 

residential receptors who are located over 6 km from the nearest turbine. 
The views from this location, representative of likely views of nearby 
residential receptors, while rural in nature and relatively long-distance, are 

not of a particularly high scenic quality, particularly in relation to high 
quality scenic views of the Blackwater Valley available elsewhere along its 
extent. 

Magnitude of Change Slight: “The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 
and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration.” LVIA 
Methodology Appendix 12-1 EIAR). 

The Proposed Development is seen in the background of the view at as 
distance sufficient to result in a low level of change in terms of the scenic 

amenity attributable to this view. The turbines do not obstruct the views of 
the Blackwater Valley and are seen as relatively small background elements. 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Slight = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 

An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment without affecting its sensitivities. 

Mitigation Factors  The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 
the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements within 
the view. 

 Sparsely populated section of road and there are limited numbers of 
nearby residential properties. 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 

skyline and do not obstruct the views of a scenic quality of the 
Blackwater River valley and surrounds.  

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 
 Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 

Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Not Significant (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 
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Viewpoint 21 – Coolbagh - Lower down the Valley 

Viewpoint 
Description and 

Details 

 View is from a local road in the townland of Coolbagh, located further 
down the slopes of the Blackwater Valley than Viewpoint 34.  

 This viewpoint is located approximately 6.5 km east of the nearest 
proposed turbine (T6). 

 Grid Reference: E 610,861, N 586,123 

 No. of turbines visible: 10/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 
Valleys and Lowlands – 

High 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 
Residents – Medium 

Description of 

‘Baseline’ 

This view is captured from a small local road seen in the centre foreground. 

The road slopes downwards towards the River Blackwater (which is not 
visible from this location) offering open views over the agricultural fields 
and roadside hedgerows located on either side of the road of the opposite 

valley wall. The foreground of the view consists of a mature hedgerow that 
borders an agricultural field on either side of the road. Such fields 
commonly make up the majority of the landcover here, with the field 

pattern predominating throughout the background of the view. In addition 
to these fields there are several farmsteads scattered throughout the 
midground and background, as well as a number of deciduous treelines, 

again bordering the agricultural fields. The landform rises in the 
background of the view forming a ridgeline with a noticeable rise in 
elevation in the right background. Along the ridgeline a number of tracts of 

coniferous plantation forestry can be seen. The landscape is seen to be 
substantially modified by man in terms of the agricultural fields and the 
tracts of commercial forestry that define the view, as well as the electricity 

lines that introduce vertical elements into the view. The character of the 
view is rural in nature, and this view is typical of views in this area.  

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description 

Both the eastern and western cluster of turbines appear in the centre 

background of this view. The turbines are substantially screened by the 
intervening ridgeline with only the hubs of turbines visible in most 
instances. The turbines are generally evenly spaced, aside from a number of 

overlapping turbines components from more-distant turbines in the western 
cluster, although in general and the layout is coherent and appropriate for 
this landscape type. There is some screening of the turbine towers of certain 

turbines by the topography and coniferous plantation forestry, particularly 
turbines of the western cluster (seen to the right-hand side of the line of 
turbines), where seven turbines are completely screened. The turbines 

appear behind the ridgeline and so do not obstruct any longer-ranging 
views.  

Cumulative Effects No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium: This viewpoint is located along what is a small local road with 
likely low traffic numbers. The most sensitive receptors are nearby 

residential receptors who are located over 6 km from the nearest turbine. 
The views from this location, representative of likely views of nearby 
residential receptors are, while rural in nature and relatively long-distance, 

are not of a particularly high scenic quality, particularly in relation to higher 
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Viewpoint 21 – Coolbagh - Lower down the Valley 

quality scenic views of the Blackwater Valley available elsewhere along its 
extent. 

Magnitude of Change Slight: “The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 
and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration.” LVIA 
Methodology Appendix 12-1 EIAR). 

The Proposed Development is seen in the background of the view at as 

distance sufficient to result in a low level of change in terms of the scenic 
amenity attributable to this view. The turbines do not obstruct the views of 
the Blackwater Valley and are seen as relatively small background elements. 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Slight = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment without affecting its sensitivities. 

Mitigation Factors  The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 
the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements within 

the view. 
 Sparsely populated section of road and there are limited numbers of 

nearby residential properties. 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 
skyline and do not obstruct the views of a scenic quality of the 
Blackwater River valley and surrounds.  

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 
which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

 There is substantial screening of the turbines, with only turbine blades 

and hubs visible above the intervening topography. 

Residual Effect 

(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Not Significant (EPA, 2022)                                                                                

An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 

 

 

Viewpoint 22 – Dromore Viewpoint 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 View is from a local road adjacent to the Dromore Viewpoint, in the 
townland of Dromore. Dromore Viewpoint is a designated scenic 
viewpoint in the Draft Waterford County Development Plan 2022-2028.  

 This viewpoint is located approximately 6.4 km north-east of the nearest 
proposed turbine (T1). 

 Grid Reference: E 609,634, N 590,678 

 No. of turbines visible: 10/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 

Valleys and Lowlands – 
High 

Visual Receptor(s) 

and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 

Residents – Low 
Scenic View – High  
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Viewpoint 22 – Dromore Viewpoint 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the view is comprised of a low-quality road leading to 
field entrances, bordered by low hedgerow made up of grasses and scrub, 
and interspersed with deciduous trees. The view looks over an agricultural 

field sloping downwards and allowing long range views over the 
surrounding countryside. This field is defined by the hedgerow running 
along the border. Views towards the left background are greatly constrained 

by the rising topography and hedgerow forming the border between the 
road and the adjacent field. To the right background, views of the southern 
side of the valley formed by the River Bride can be seen in the right 

background, although the river itself is out of view from this location. In the 
centre background the far side of the slopes of the Blackwater Valley and 
the countryside beyond this can be observed, with land use primarily 

relating to agriculture and commercial forestry, along with some tracts of 
deciduous woodland. Commercial forestry becomes a more frequent land 
use towards the left-hand side of the view. The ridgeline seen in the 

background is completely covered in coniferous monoculture forestry.  

Proposed 
Photomontage 

Description 

Turbines from the eastern cluster are seen to the left-hand side of the centre 
background and turbines from the western cluster are seen to the right-hand 

side of the centre background and appear slightly smaller than the western 
cluster. The two clusters of turbines are visually separated in the view, 
however, all turbines are generally evenly spaced and the layouts are 

coherent and appropriate for this landscape type. There is some screening 
of the turbine towers of certain turbines by the topography and coniferous 
plantation forestry. In addition, six turbines are completely screened by the 

intervening topography, with a further turbine completely screened by the 
intervening hedgerow.  

Cumulative Effects The existing Barranafaddock turbines, and the existing Woodhouse turbines 
are visible from this general location, however, it is noted that both of these 
existing wind farms are not within the horizontal extent of the views shown 

here. The existing Woodhouse turbines are located in the opposite direction 
to the proposed turbines, creating a combined (in succession – where an 
observer has to turn their head to see the various development.) view of 

turbines from this location. The existing Barranafaddock turbines are seen 
approximately 53 degrees clockwise (to the right-hand side of the rightmost 
proposed turbine in this view) from this viewpoint. This also creates a 

combined, in succession, view of turbines from this location. The 
Barranafaddock turbines are located approximately 20.5km from this 
viewpoint and are not actually visible in this image given the atmospheric 

conditions. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium: While this view is located proximate to a designated scenic 
viewpoint in the Draft Waterford County Development Plan, the main focus 

of this view is to the north, where there are views of a far-higher scenic 
quality available. (see the discussion in the landscape response). In addition, 
the view shown in this photomontage is not representative of views from the 

main viewing area for this designated view, where there will be additional 
screening provided by the mature hedgerows that line the side of the road 
directed towards the Proposed Development from the designated viewpoint.  

Magnitude of Change Slight: “The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 
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Viewpoint 22 – Dromore Viewpoint 

and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration.” (LVIA 
Methodology Appendix 12-1 EIAR). 

The Proposed Development is seen in the background of the view at as 
distance sufficient to result in a low level of change in terms of the scenic 

amenity attributable to this view. The turbines do not interfere with the 
views of the Blackwater Valley and are seen as relatively small background 
elements. 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Slight = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment without affecting its sensitivities 

Mitigation Factors  The main focus of this designated scenic view is to the north, away from 
the Proposed Development (south-west). There are other turbines 

(Barranafaddock) located closer towards the main focus of the scenic 
view over the river valley, with the turbines of the Proposed 
Development located further outside of the field of view in this 

direction.  
 The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 

the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements within 

the view. 
 Sparsely populated section of road and there are limited numbers of 

nearby residential properties. 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 
skyline and do not interfere with the views of a scenic quality of the 
Blackwater River and surrounds (main views of which are in the other 

direction).  
 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Not Significant (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 

 

 

 

Viewpoint 23 – D’Loughtane 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 View is from D’Loughtane House, a cultural heritage site in the 
townland of D’Loughtane.  

 This viewpoint is located approximately 6.4 km south-east of the nearest 

turbine (T6). 
 Grid Reference: E 609,884, N 583,255  
 No. of turbines visible: 10/17 



Appendix 1 - Photomontage Assessment Tables 

Appendix 1 - Photomontage Assessment Tables - D2 - 2022.07.05.docx 

  15 

Viewpoint 23 – D’Loughtane 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 
Valleys and Lowlands – 
High 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Residents – Low        
Cultural Heritage – 
Medium (not open to 

public) 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

The foreground view looks over a metal fence onto an agricultural 
pastureland field. This field slopes gently downwards from left to right. The 

field is bordered by a treeline consisting of a mixture of deciduous and 
coniferous trees, providing screening of the adjacent lands. However, the 
topography continues to slope downwards resulting in long-range views over 

the landscape on the opposite side of the River Blackwater (which is out of 
view in this image). The landscape here, seen throughout the background of 
the image, is gently undulating with the topography forming a ridgeline in 

the background. The landcover here is primarily agricultural land, with the 
field patterns defined by mature hedgerows interspersed with trees. Large 
tract of coniferous plantation forestry can be seen in the centre and left 

background.  

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description 

There are ten turbines visible from mid-tower up, with nine turbine hubs 

fully visible. The blades of one additional turbine can also be seen above 
the skyline of the view. The remaining turbines are completely screened 
from view by the intervening topography and forestry. The turbines are 

evenly spaced along the ridgeline (where visible) and appear as a coherent 
layout, well absorbed in the landscape within which they are viewed. All 
turbines are viewed within the same viewing direction as the commercial 

forestry seen along the ridgeline in this view. This reduces the level of 
interference that the proposed turbines cause within the higher-quality part 
of this view.  

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 

Receptor(s)  

Medium – This viewpoint represents a sensitive cultural heritage site, 

although this is located on private lands and access is not generally available 
to the public. 

Magnitude of Change Slight: “The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 
and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration.” (LVIA 
Methodology Appendix 12-1 EIAR). 

The Proposed Development is seen in the background of the view at as 

distance sufficient to result in a low level of change in terms of the scenic 
amenity attributable to this view. The turbines do not obstruct the views of 
the Blackwater Valley and are seen as relatively small background elements. 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Slight = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment without affecting its sensitivities 

Mitigation Factors  Open views towards the Proposed Development from the immediate 
setting of the house were found to be limited. The photomontage 
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Viewpoint 23 – D’Loughtane 

presented here is captured from an elevated vantage point in proximity 
to the house where open views were available, however it does not 
represent views from the house itself.  

 A substantial number of the turbines are screened from view by the 
intervening topography and commercial forestry. 

 The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 

the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements. 
 The turbines are seen above the skyline of the view in a coherent 

layout. 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 
skyline and do not obstruct the views of the Blackwater Valley 

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 
 Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 

Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Slight (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment without affecting its sensitivities 

 

Viewpoint 24 – Ballynaraha 

Viewpoint 
Description and 

Details 

 View is from Ballynaraha Castle, a cultural heritage site in the townland 
of Kilnacarriga.  

 This viewpoint located on private lands with no public access available.  
 This viewpoint is located approximately 6.7 km north of the nearest 

turbine (T1). 

 Grid Reference: E 605,959, N 594,095 
 No. of turbines visible: 1/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 

Valleys and Lowlands – 
High 

Visual Receptor(s) 

and Sensitivity 

Residents – Low        

Cultural Heritage – 
Medium (not open to 
public) 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the view looks over a residential dwelling and garden, 
within which Ballynaraha Castle is located. The garden can be seen to be 

bordered by a timber post and wire fence, on the other side of which is 
pasture field that slopes steeply downwards in the left midground. A line of 
mature deciduous trees borders this field on all sides. While the topography 

of the downwards sloping field permits open views over the surrounding 
landscape of the valley formed by the River Bride. Although, views of this 
landscape are constrained by the mature treeline surrounding the pasture 

field. The landcover of the landscape in the background is primarily 
agricultural fields defined by hedgerows, and tracts of commercial 
plantation forestry, which are sometimes bordered by treelines of deciduous 

native species. The ridgeline in the background of the view is primarily 
covered by this forestry. The view is long-ranging in the centre and left 
background, in the direction of the Blackwater Valley.  
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Viewpoint 24 – Ballynaraha 

Proposed 
Photomontage 
Description 

One turbine hub can be seen in the centre background, behind the 
ridgeline seen in the centre and left background of the view. The remainder 
of the turbines are screened from view by the mature treeline surrounding 

the pasture field in the midground. The one turbine in view appears as a 
small background element, located behind the ridgeline in the background, 
greatly limiting the level of interference in the view created by the addition 

of the proposed turbine. It is noted that the wireframe image is incorporated 
into the determination of effects below given that in winter months there will 
be less foliage on the intervening vegetation, allowing potentially more 

visibility of the Proposed Development. 

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium – This viewpoint represents a sensitive cultural heritage site, 
although this is located on private lands and access is not generally available 
to the public.  

Magnitude of Change Negligible – “Any change would only be barely distinguishable from the 
status quo “do-nothing scenario” in the surroundings. The composition and 
character of the view would be substantially unaltered, approximating to 
little or no change.” (LVIA Methodology Appendix 12-1 EIAR). 

The turbines are substantially screened by the intervening vegetation and 
appear as background elements within the view. There will therefore be a 

barely distinguishable change in the status quo and the composition and 
character of the view will remain substantially unaltered.   

Significance of Effect  Medium x Negligible = Minor/Negligible = Not Significant (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 

Mitigation Factors  Ballynaraha Castle is actually located behind this viewpoint location 
where the residential property adjacent to the viewpoint will entirely 
screen the Proposed Development from view. This was confirmed using 

an early-stage photomontage captured from directly outside the castle 
itself where it was found that no visibility of the Proposed Development 
would occur. 

 The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 
the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements within 
the view. 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 
skyline and do not interfere with the background views of the rural 
countryside. 

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 
which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

 The majority of the turbine components are screened by the topography 

and intervening vegetation 

Residual Effect 

(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Imperceptible (EPA, 2022)                                                                                

An effect capable of measurement but without significant consequences 
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Viewpoint 25 – O’Kyle 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 View is from a local road the townland of O’Kyle.  
 This Viewpoint is located 6.7km north of the nearest turbine (T1). 
 Grid Reference: E 607,521, N593,424 

 No. of turbines visible: 7/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 
Valleys and Lowlands – 

High 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Residents – Low        
Motorists - Low 

Description of 

‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the view is comprised of a residential dwelling in the 

right foreground, with an adjoining garden with long grasses bordered by a 
low hedgerow interspersed with deciduous trees in the left foreground and 
midground. There are long-range open views of the Blackwater Valley in 

the left background, with views of the river itself available. The valley itself 
is defined by the undulating slopes of the valley that transition into a flat 
ridgeline towards the centre background. The land cover here is primarily 

agricultural fields bordered by deciduous treelines and hedgerows, with 
some commercial forestry visible in the centre and right background. The 
valley seen in the centre background is created by the River Bride. The 

longest-ranging views of a higher scenic quality are seen to the left-hand side 
of the image and beyond.  

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description 

There are four turbines of the eastern cluster seen to the left-hand side of 

the extent of the Proposed Development, in the centre background, with 
partial screening of the towers of these turbines by the forestry located along 
the ridgeline. In addition, the blade tips of three turbines from the western 

cluster are visible above the ridgeline, to the right-hand extent of the 
Proposed Development. The majority of the turbines are screened by the 
intervening topography and commercial forestry. The visible turbines 

appear as small background elements with good spacing and a coherent 
layout. The turbines are seen outside of the focus of the view, which is 
primarily directed towards the Blackwater Valley (to the left-hand side of the 

image), with the river and valley providing scenic amenity to this part of the 
view. While the Proposed Development is located within a similar direction 
and will be noticeable within views in this direction, there is a degree of 

visual separation between the location of the Proposed Development and 
the Blackwater Valley itself.  

Cumulative Effects The existing Woodhouse WF turbines are visible from this location, 
however, it is noted that this wind farms is not within the horizontal extent 
of the views shown here. The existing Woodhouse turbines are located in 

the opposite direction to the proposed turbines, creating a combined (in 
succession – where an observer has to turn their head to see the various 
development.) view of turbines from this location. The Woodhouse turbines 

are viewed on the other side of the Blackwater Valley.  

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium - This viewpoint is located along a small local road with likely low 
levels of traffic. There are residential dwellings located nearby with their 

views in the direction of the Proposed Development, although these are 
located a substantial distance from the Proposed Development itself. There 
are long-ranging views of scenic quality available from this location (over 

the Blackwater Valley). 
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Viewpoint 25 – O’Kyle 

Magnitude of Change Slight: “The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 
and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration.” (LVIA 
Methodology Appendix 12-1 EIAR). 

The turbines occupy a small vertical and horizontal extent within this view 
and their addition to the view results in a low level of change in terms of the 
scenic amenity attributable to this view, given that they do not obstruct or 

substantially interfere with the long-distance views over the Blackwater 
Valley. In addition, the turbines are seen as background elements within the 
view. 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Slight = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment without affecting its sensitivities 

Mitigation Factors  The majority of the turbines are screened from view by the intervening 
topography and commercial forestry. 

 The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 
the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements. 

 The turbines are seen as set-back from this location due to the distances 

involved and are seen above the skyline of the view in a coherent, 
ordered layout. 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 

skyline and do not obstruct the views of the Blackwater Valley. 
 There is a degree of visual separation between the Blackwater Valley 

and the Proposed Development.  

 The Proposed Development is viewed as an ordered and coherent array 
of turbines from this perspective. 

Residual Effect 

(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Slight (EPA, 2022)                                                                                

An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment without affecting its sensitivities 

 

Viewpoint 26 – Lisfinney House 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 View is from Lisfinney House, a cultural heritage site in the townland 
of Lisfinney.  

 This viewpoint is located approximately 6.2 km north of the nearest 

turbine (T12). 
 Grid Reference: E 599,131, N 594,618 
 No. of turbines visible: 10/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 
Valleys and Lowlands – 
High 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Residents – Low        
Cultural Heritage – 
Medium (located on 

private lands) 
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Viewpoint 26 – Lisfinney House 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

Lisfinney Castle can be seen in the left foreground, rising above the top of 
the image shown, with the roof of a stables seen connected to the tower. To 
the right of the stables two large coniferous trees can be seen in the right 

midground, these trees completely obstruct longer-range views in this 
direction. A scenic long-range view is available over the stables in the centre 
background, where the landscape and valley surrounding the River Bride 

can be seen. Landcover here is comprised of agricultural fields, with the 
settlement of Tallow also visible in the left-centre background. The 
topography is gently undulating, and large tracts of commercial forestry can 

be seen atop the ridgeline formed by the hills seen in the far background of 
the view.  

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description 

The western cluster of turbines is visible in the right-centre background, 

with the turbines seen aligned in a neat line across the ridgeline formed by 
the topography. There are six turbine hubs visible here decreasing levels of 
turbine towers visible as the view tracks left. These turbines are seen above 

a tract of commercial plantation forestry and are background elements 
occupying a limited vertical and horizontal extent within the view.  

The eastern cluster of turbines is also visible in the left-centre background, 

with the blades of four turbines seen above the skyline, which is currently 
comprised of commercial plantation forestry.  

Turbine Range 
Assessment  

It is noted that additional photomontages were produced showing a 
differing turbine configuration, the ‘Lowest Hub and Longest Blade’. The 
difference between this configuration and the ‘Highest Hub and Shortest 

Blade’ is negligible in terms of visual effects, demonstrating that differences 
between differing turbine configuration within the range stated is negligible 
from a landscape and visual perspective. 

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 

Receptor(s)  

Medium – This viewpoint is located at a sensitive cultural heritage site, 

although the nature of the site suggests that it is not a popular tourist or 
visitor destination. There are also a number of residential receptors 
represented by this viewpoint, although these are located a substantial 

distance from the Proposed Development.  

Magnitude of Change Slight: “The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 
and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration.” (LVIA 
Methodology Appendix 12-1 EIAR). 

The proposed turbines are seen as small background elements within the 
view and are viewed above the ridgeline in the background. The turbines 

occupy a small vertical and horizontal extent and despite the two clusters 
appearing visually separate within the view, there are very limited views of 
the eastern cluster. 
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Viewpoint 26 – Lisfinney House 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Slight = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner consistent 
with existing and emerging baseline trends 

Mitigation Factors  Optimal views of Lisfinney Castle in its setting are from locations to the 
south-east, where the Proposed Development will be located in the 
opposite direction. This viewpoint is taken from outside the castle but is 

located on private lands with likely low numbers of visitors.  
 The majority of the turbine components are substantially screened from 

view by the intervening topography and vegetation.  

 The layout of the western cluster is neat and evenly spaced, appearing 
coherent within the landscape. 

  

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 

factors) 

Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment without affecting its sensitivities 

 

 

Viewpoint 27 – Villierstown  

Viewpoint 

Description and 
Details 

 View is from the intersection of two local roads within Villierstown 

village, in the townland of Villierstown.  
 This viewpoint is located approximately 8.4 km north-east of the 

nearest proposed turbine (T1).  

 Grid Reference: E 610,310, N 592,806 
 No. of turbines visible: 15/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 
Valleys and Lowlands – 
High 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 
Residents – Low 
Cyclists - Medium 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the view is comprised of a low stone wall which forms 
the boundary for a residential property. Various man-made vertical 
elements can be seen along the local road in view including electricity and 

phone lines, along with lampposts and signage along the roadway. In the 
left midground several types of vegetation including a mature hedgerow, a 
mature treeline and other vegetation combine to completely obstruct longer-

range views in this direction. This is similarly the case with the right 
midground, where a line of mature deciduous trees obstruct longer-ranging 
views. A distant hill comprising a vegetated agricultural landscape is visible 

in the centre background of the view. The character of the view is suburban 
to rural, with the majority of the view characterised by development on the 
outskirts of the village of Villerstown.  

Proposed 
Photomontage 

Description 

The turbines of the Proposed Development are seen above the ridgeline in 
the centre background. Nine turbine hubs and blades of the eastern cluster 

of turbines can be seen to the left-centre background, with a degree of visual 
separation between these turbines and the blades of the turbines of the 
western cluster, seen to the right-centre background. All visible proposed 
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Viewpoint 27 – Villierstown  

turbines are seen above the skyline of the view, reducing the level of visual 
confusion introduced by the Proposed Development, although the overlap 
between the turbines and the electricity lines introduces a certain level of 

visual confusion. The two clusters of turbines are visually separated in the 
view; however, the layouts are coherent and appropriate for this landscape 
type. The turbines are seen as small background elements within the view.  

Cumulative Effects No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 

Receptor(s)  

Medium: Visual receptors include residents located a substantial distance 

from the Proposed Development and road users, along with cyclists using 
the Sean Kelly Cycle Route.  

Magnitude of Change Slight: “The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 
and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration.” (LVIA 
Methodology Appendix 12-1 EIAR). 

The Proposed Development is seen in the background of the view at a 

distance sufficient to result in a low level of change in terms of the scenic 
amenity attributable to this view. The turbines are seen as relatively small 
background elements and the composition of the view would be 

substantially unaltered as a result of the addition of the Proposed 
Development.  

Significance of Effect  Medium x Slight = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment without affecting its sensitivities 

Mitigation Factors  The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 
the scale of the turbines, which appear as small background elements 
within the view. 

 The proposed turbines are substantially obscured from view by the 
intervening ridgeline and vegetation. 

 The turbines appear within a small horizontal extent within the view.  

 The availability of open views from within Villierstown is extremely 
limited and the view shown here is one of the most open views available 
from the village.  

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 

factors) 

Not Significant (EPA, 2022)                                                                                 
An effect capable of measurement but without significant consequences 

 

 

Viewpoint 28 – R627 Regional Road 

Viewpoint 

Description and 
Details 

 View from the R627 regional road in the townland of Glengoura 

Upper.  
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Viewpoint 28 – R627 Regional Road 

 This viewpoint is located approximately 2.2 km north-west of the 
nearest turbine (T13).  

 Grid Reference: E 597,535, N 589,306 

 No. of turbines visible: 7/17 

LCA and Sensitivity LCT 10b Fissured 
Fertile Middleground 

(Rylane east to 
Waterford) - Low 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 
Residents - Medium 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the image looks over the R627 regional road, which is 
bordered on the far side by a low hedgerow. A medium size tree can be 
seen in the left foreground, partially obscuring the view. The low hedgerow 

permits views over the surrounding countryside which is generally located at 
a lower elevation than the regional road. The land cover in view throughout 
the background is comprised of agricultural fields, defined by the mature 

hedgerows that border them. The topography undulates gently in the left 
background and increases to steeper undulations towards the centre and 
right background, with a hill seen formed in the centre background. The 

landcover in the centre and right background is more heavily comprised of 
tracts of commercial monoculture forestry. There are longer-range views of 
more distant hills available in the right background.  

Proposed 
Photomontage 
Description 

There are five turbine hubs visible from this location, with one turbine fully 
visible in the centre background. There are two additional turbines mostly 
screened by the deciduous tree seen in the centre foreground, but this 

screening effect will differ depending on the exact viewing location. The 
turbines occupy a relatively small horizontal and vertical extent within the 
view. They are viewed above the tracts of commercial forestry and the 

ridgeline seen in the centre background. It is also noted that one of the 
turbines in the western cluster is completely screened by the deciduous tree 
seen in the left foreground, however, this screening effect will differ 

depending on exact viewing location and this turbine (seen in the 
wireframe) is also considered visible from this Viewpoint.   

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Low – Visual receptors include motorists traveling along the regional road 
and nearby residential receptors located a large distance from the Proposed 

Development.   

Magnitude of Change Moderate: “The change in the view may involve partial obstruction of 
existing view or partial change in character and composition of the baseline 
through the introduction of new elements or removal of existing elements. 
Likely to occur at locations where the development is partially visible over a 
moderate or medium extent, and which are not in close proximity to the 
development. Change may be readily noticeable but not substantially 
different in scale and character from the surroundings and wider setting.” 
(LVIA Methodology Appendix 12-1 EIAR). 

The views of turbines are limited in their horizontal and vertical extent. 
There are no fundamental highly sensitive landscape features altered as a 

result of the addition of the Proposed Development into the view. 
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Viewpoint 28 – R627 Regional Road 

Significance of Effect  Low x Moderate = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment without affecting its sensitivities 

Mitigation Factors  Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 
Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type. 

 Sparsely populated section of road with limited numbers of residential 

receptors.  
 The turbines are seen above the skyline of the view in a coherent 

layout. 

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 
which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

 This view will be fleeting for the majority of visual receptors using the 

regional road, with substantial levels of screening on the roadside along 
this stretch of road in close proximity to the Proposed Development. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment without affecting its sensitivities. 

 

 

Viewpoint 29 – R634 Breeda  

Viewpoint 
Description and 

Details 

 View from the R634 regional road in the townland of Breeda. This 
viewpoint is located along a designated scenic route in the Cork 

County Development Plan 2014.  
 This viewpoint is located approximately 570m west of the nearest 

turbine (T5). 

 There are views of turbines in two directions from this Viewpoint 
 There are no residential receptors located at this viewpoint, with the 

nearest residential dwelling located greater than 450m away. Therefore, 

this viewpoint is not an accurate representation of a view experienced 
by the closest residential receptor and is representative of the scenic 
route. 

 Grid Reference: E 602,613, N 586,856 
 No. of turbines visible: 15/17 

LCA and Sensitivity LCT 10b Fissured 
Fertile Middleground 
(Rylane east to 

Waterford) - Low 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Medium 
Scenic Route - High 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ (West) 

The entrance to a residential dwelling and farm can be seen in the 
foreground, with the top of a low stone wall seen in the centre and right 

foreground, and a private road seen in the centre foreground. This road 
leads to a residential dwelling located approximately 450m away, seen in 
the left midground, along with a mature treeline and hedgerow surrounding 

the property. An agricultural pastureland field can be seen throughout the 
midground on either side of the private road. From the right background 
and midground to the centre midground, a large tract of commercial 
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Viewpoint 29 – R634 Breeda  

forestry can be seen, obstructing views in the right background. The 
topography is generally flat in the midground and foreground, but 
undulates more steeply in the background, with a landscape of rolling 

farmland seen in the left background. The upper regions of the rises in 
elevation are primarily covered in tracts of commercial forestry, with the 
lower regions comprised of agricultural fields. The character of the view in 

this direction is rural, although the views are generally unremarkable given 
the large-scale level of human intervention in the landscape (i.e. the 
substantial tracts of commercial monoculture forestry), particularly in the 

centre and right midgrounds and backgrounds. 

Proposed 
Photomontage 

Description (West) 

The western cluster of the proposed turbines can be seen in the background 
of the view, occupying a medium vertical and horizontal extent. There are 

six turbines seen from mid-tower up, along with the met mast, although this 
is a less noticeable feature given its slender frame. The turbines appear 
generally well spaced, with a coherent layout for the landscape type within 

which they are viewed. The turbines are situated above the commercial 
forestry within the view and do not obstruct any longer-range views. 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ (East) 

The foreground of the view consists of a view of the regional road, which is 
bordered by a low hedgerow. A gap in the hedgerow leading to an 
agricultural grassland field is seen in the left midground. This field is seen 

above the hedgerow throughout the view. The roadside hedgerow can be 
seen to allow for intermittent views of the agricultural field and commercial 
forestry. The entirety of the background view is taken up by commercial 

monoculture forestry which screens any longer-range views in this direction. 
The view is of a rural character and is unremarkable in nature.   

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description (East) 

The eastern cluster of the Proposed Development can be seen throughout 

the background of the view, with the closest turbine (T5) seen to occupy a 
large vertical extent within the view. In addition to T5, which can be seen 
almost in its entirety, there are six turbine hubs and the blades of two 

additional turbines visible above the commercial forestry. The turbines of 
the eastern cluster appear in two separate clusters from this location 
although it is noted that visual receptors will be traveling along the road, 

and this will be a fleeting view. The turbines are situated above the 
commercial forestry within the view and do not obstruct any longer-range 
views. 

Cumulative Effects Barranafaddock Wind Farm is potentially visible to the north from this 
location, although it is not visible in the images shown here as a result of 

atmospheric conditions. It will be partially seen as a minor background 
element and substantial cumulative visual effects are not deemed to arise.  

Sensitivity of Visual 

Receptor(s)  

Medium – As stated previously this view does not represent the view of any 

residential receptors and is likely only representative of motorists travelling 
along the regional road. While this is a designated scenic route there is 
limited scenic amenity attributable to this part of the view, considering it is a 

short-range view over a field towards commercial forestry.  

Magnitude of Change Substantial: “Substantial change, where the proposals would result in large-
scale, prominent or very prominent change, leading to substantial 
obstruction of existing view or complete change in character and 
composition of the baseline though removal of key elements or addition of 
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Viewpoint 29 – R634 Breeda  

uncharacteristic elements which may or may not be visually discordant. This 
includes viewpoints where the proposed development is fully or almost fully 
visible over a wide extent, at close proximity to the viewer. This change 
could be long term or of a long duration.” (LVIA Methodology Appendix 
12-1 EIAR). 

The views of turbines are partially screened by the commercial forestry. 

While there are views of the proposed turbines in two different directions, 
there are no fundamental highly sensitive landscape features altered or 
impacted as a result of the addition of the Proposed Development into the 

view. 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Substantial = Moderate = Significant (EPA, 2022) 
An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters a 

sensitive aspect of the environment. 

Mitigation Factors  Views towards the Proposed Development site are short-range views of 

commercial monoculture forestry and not of a high scenic value.  
 Sparsely populated section of road and there are no residential 

properties represented by this viewpoint. 

 The turbines are seen above the skyline of the view in a coherent 
layout. 

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 
 In relation to the overall scenic route where this viewpoint is located, 

this section has a relatively low level of scenic quality in terms of views. 

 Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 
Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type. 

Residual Effect 

(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Moderate (EPA, 2022)                                                                                

An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment without affecting its sensitivities 
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1. 3RD PARTY PHOTOMONTAGE CRITIQUE 

1.1 Introduction  
Point B of the Further Information request received by An Bord Pleanála states the following: 

(B) You are requested to review the photomontages undertaken and submitted by a number of 
the observers and provide a viewpoint assessment for each. 

Two separate but related issues arose in relation the requested review of the 3rd Party Photomontages 
submitted. An issue firstly arose with the review of this Photomontage Booklet as there were no co-
ordinates provided for the exact locations of the viewpoints, hampering the ability to identify the exact 

locations where the images were captured and thus the ability to independently verify the accuracy of the 
Photomontages produced. 

Secondly, it was discovered during a desk-based review of the Photomontage Booklet submitted by the 

3rd party observers that there were inaccuracies in the turbine locations within the views shown. Upon 
review, and using the maps provided with the 3rd Party Photomontages showing each viewpoint location, 
it was discovered that the turbines were incorrectly positioned within many of the views shown. An 

example of this is shown below in relation to Viewpoint 6 and Viewpoint 7, where the proximity of the 
turbines within the view allows for easy illustration of the inaccuracy that is present throughout the 
photomontages. 

1.2 Viewpoint 6 
Contained within this section are number of images which demonstrate the inaccuracy of turbine locations 
within the ‘Proposed’ View from Viewpoint 6. Viewpoint 6 is located to the east of the eastern cluster, 
along a small local road and represents the view from a number of residential receptors located along the 

adjacent stretch of road. The approximate location of the Viewpoint is shown below in an extract from 
the 3rd party Photomontages Booklet. As can be seen from the map below in Figure 1-1, there are 
supposed to be five turbines visible within the horizontal extent of the 39.6-degree view shown, with 

turbine T08 (the central turbine of the five turbines in the view) located noticeably closer to the Viewpoint 
location than turbines T9 and T10. It is notable therefore, that in Figure 1-2 below, which shows an extract 
from the 3rd Part Photomontages Booklet that turbine T8 (the central turbine within that view) appears to 

be located behind the ridgeline in the image, whereas T9 and T10 (to the left-hand side of the image) 
appear closer than T8, contrary to what is displayed on the Map shown in Figure 1-1.  

However, this incorrect rendering of turbines within the view is only a minor mistake in relation to the 

mistaken placement of turbines within the same view illustrated below. Figure 1-2 below is an image 
extract from the 3rd Party Photomontage booklet showing a 39.6-degree horizontal field of view of the 
Proposed Development from Viewpoint 6. It can be seen that the left-hand extent of the turbines within 

this view extends all the way onto the far side of the rise in elevation seen in the left background. Figure 
1-3 below is a wireframe image prepared by MKO which shows the locations of the turbines in relation 
to the topography from Viewpoint 6. It is noted that the model prepared by MKO for this wireframe 

image uses the turbine locations indicated on the extracted map from the 3rd Party Photomontage booklet, 
Figure 1-1 below (which do align with the actual turbine locations for the Proposed Development). 
However, it can be clearly seen from this wireframe image that the turbines are incorrectly positioned 

within the ‘Proposed’ View contained in the 3rd Party Photomontage. As seen in the wireframe image, 
the left-hand extent of the turbines should begin on the right-hand side of the hill seen in the extract of 
the Proposed View and that is clearly not the case. A simple comparison between the wireframe image 

prepared MKO (it is also notable that no wireframe images accompanied the 3rd Party Photomontages) 
and the Proposed View shows that the turbines are incorrectly positioned and rendered within the view.  
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Figure 1-1 Extract from the 3rd Party Photomontage Booklet showing the location of Viewpoint 6 in relation to the proposed 
turbines 
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Figure 1-2 Extract from the 3rd Party Photomontage Booklet showing the 39.6 degree ‘Proposed’ View 

 
Figure 1-3 Wireframe Image Prepared by MKO showing the actual locations of the turbines in relation to the topography from this 
viewpoint location (Viewpoint 6) 
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1.3 Viewpoint 7 
Contained within this section are number of images which demonstrate the inaccuracy of turbine locations 
within the ‘Proposed’ View from Viewpoint 7. Viewpoint 7 is located to the south of the eastern cluster 
of the turbines, along a small local road and represents the view from a number of residential receptors 

located along the adjacent stretch of road. The approximate location of the Viewpoint is shown below in 
an extract from the 3rd party Photomontages Booklet. As can be seen from the map below in Figure 1-4 
there are potentially 9 turbines visible within the 39.6-degree horizontal extent of the Proposed view, with 

T10 and T9 almost perfectly aligned within the left-hand side of the view and turbine T8 located in the 
right-hand side of the view. These three turbines are located closest to the viewpoint and should therefore 
appear largest within the view. To reiterate, there should be two large turbines closely aligned in the left-

hand side of the view, with one large turbine in the right-hand side of the view, at the least. This is 
demonstrated in the wireframe image prepared by MKO from this viewpoint location (Viewpoint 7).  

 
Figure 1-4 Extract from the 3rd Party Photomontage Booklet showing the location of Viewpoint 7 in relation to the proposed 
turbines 
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Figure 1-5 Extract from the 3rd Party Photomontage Booklet showing the 39.6 degree ‘Proposed’ View 

 
Figure 1-6 Wireframe Image Prepared by MKO showing the actual locations of the turbines in relation to the topography from this 
viewpoint location (Viewpoint 7) 

It can be seen from Figure 1-6 above that from Viewpoint 7 turbines T10 and T9 (the two closest and 

thus largest) should be positioned close together within such a view, with the third closest turbine (T8) 
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positioned to the right of these within that same view. It can be seen clearly above in the extract of the 
Proposed Photomontage of Viewpoint 7 from the 3rd Party Photomontage Booklet (Figure 1-5) that 

turbines T10 and T9, which should be the largest turbines in such a view, are not located close to each 
other. Turbine T9, which is the second largest turbine, presumably the turbine seen to the right of the 
image below, is located much closer to T8, which does not match what the map above showing the 

turbine locations would suggest. There has clearly been an error with the placement of turbines the 
preparation of this Photomontage. A simple comparison between the wireframe image prepared MKO 
(it is also notable that no wireframe images accompanied the 3rd Party Photomontages) and the Proposed 

View shows that the turbines are incorrectly positioned and rendered within the view. 

1.4 Summary 
This error with turbines being placed incorrectly within proposed views is also apparent throughout the 
other photomontages submitted, although it is not considered necessary to detail every instance of 
incorrect placement of turbines in this document. Such an obvious error in the preparation of the 

photomontages raises strong doubts as to the use of these photomontages in determining the visual effects 
of the Proposed Development. Given that such an obvious flaw is easily apparent, the verification process 
that was conducted in the preparation of these photomontages must be questioned. These photomontages 

are clearly not an accurate depiction of the Proposed Development and in terms of relying on them to 
assess the visual effects, they are clearly not trustworthy. It is with this note of caution in mind that the 
assessment of the 3rd Party Photomontages is conducted (see Appendix 1 accompanying this response).  

Finally, assessment of the Photomontages is conducted as if the Photomontages produced are accurate 
(which they are not). It is noted that no Significant Residual Visual Effects are deemed to arise as a result 
of this assessment. Further, it is not envisioned, in the professional judgement of the Landscape Team at 

MKO, that were the turbines placed correctly within these views it would result in a determination that 
Significant Residual Visual Effects would arise, as is consistent with the original landscape and visual 
impact assessment conducted. 
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1. PHOTOMONTAGE ASSESSMENT 
TABLES 
Note of Caution: It was discovered during a desk-based review of the Photomontage Booklet submitted 
by the 3rd party observers that there were inaccuracies in the turbine locations within the views shown. 

An issue firstly arose with the review of this Photomontage Booklet as there were no co-ordinates 
provided for the exact locations of the viewpoints, hampering the ability to identify the exact locations 
where the images were captured and thus the ability to independently verify the Photomontages 

produced. It was also discovered upon closer inspection, using the maps provided showing each 
viewpoint location (although these maps are at a scale and nature where it is not possible to identify the 
exact location, and the exact location is not described in the Photomontage Booklet submitted) that the 

turbines were incorrectly positioned within many of the views shown.  

The flaws in these Photomontages are discussed and detailed in a separate appendix (Appendix 2) 
accompanying this document.  

Such an obvious error in the preparation of the photomontages raises strong doubts as to the use of 
these photomontages in determining the visual effects of the Proposed Development. Given that such 
an obvious flaw is easily apparent, the verification process that was conducted in the preparation of 

these photomontages must be questioned. These photomontages are clearly not an accurate depiction 
of the Proposed Development and in terms of relying on them to assess the visual effects, they are 
clearly not trustworthy. It is with this note of caution in mind that the following assessment of the 3rd 

Party Photomontages is conducted.  

The following assessment of the Photomontages is conducted as if the Photomontages produced are 
accurate (which they are not). It is noted that no Significant Residual Visual Effects are deemed to arise 

as a result of this assessment. Further, it is not envisioned, in the professional judgement of the 
Landscape Team at MKO, that were the turbines placed correctly within these views it would result in 
a determination that Significant Residual Visual Effects would arise, as is consistent with the original 

landscape and visual impact assessment conducted. 

 

VP No. Description Grid Ref.  

1 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This 
viewpoint has been selected to show views from the 
north eastern quarter looking across the Blackwater River 
SAC with Camphire house in the foreground. It also 
represents receptors using the Sean Kelly Heritage Cycle 
Route and the scenic Dromona Drive.” 

Not provided by 3rd Party 
Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on 
desk study and site visits:  

E 610,010                       

N 593,568 

2 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This 
viewpoint is above the Dromore Quay at a crossroads 
over-looking the river. It represents views looking west 
from the eastern bank of the Blackwater river and 
residential and visiting receptors.” 

Not provided by 3rd Party 
Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on 
desk study and site visits:  

E 609,633                       

N 590,692 

3 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This 
viewpoint is further south on the east bank of the 

Not provided by 3rd Party 

Observer, assumed to be 
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VP No. Description Grid Ref.  

Blackwater river looking north west and represents 
residential receptors in this elevated area.” 

the following based on 
desk study and site visits:  

E 611,162                           

N 586,277 

4 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “On the 
route of Waterford Scenic Route 4 and the Sean Kelly 
Heritage Cycle Route looking west towards the site just 
south of Knockanore. This viewpoint represents 
receptors using this scenic route and local residential 
receptors.” 

Not provided by 3rd Party 
Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on 
desk study and site visits:  

E 608,109                       

N 587,853  

5 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This 
viewpoint provides a mid-range view from just west of 
Knockanore looking across the settlement of Killeenagh 
South. It represents the impact for residential receptors 
and road users of a popular local road.” 

Not provided by 3rd Party 

Observer, assumed to be 
the following based on 
desk study and site visits:  

E 607,012                       
N 589,176  

6 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This view 
is taken from just south of Brown’s Cross Roads from the 
road which runs along the eastern boundary of the 
Eastern Cluster site. It represents residential receptors in 
this area in close proximity to the proposed 
development.” 

Not provided by 3rd Party 

Observer, assumed to be 
the following based on 
desk study and site visits:  

E 605,437                       
N 585,962 

7 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This is a 
small rural settlement of four residential properties 
directly to the south of the Eastern Cluster. The view is 
from a small rural connecting road and represents the 
visual impact on a group of residential receptors and 
road users.”  

Not provided by 3rd Party 
Observer, assumed to be 
the following based on 

desk study and site visits:  

E 604,091                       
N 584,396 

8 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This 
viewpoint is taken from a property on the R634 (Scenic 
section) at very close proximity to the development. It 
represents the visual impact that will be experienced by 
the residents and properties in the vicinity. It also 
represents views for road users on this scenic section of 
the R634.” 

Not provided by 3rd Party 
Observer, assumed to be 
the following based on 

desk study and site visits:  

E 602,708                       
N 586,246 

9a & b  Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This 
viewpoint is on the R634 (Scenic Section) on the county 
boundary between Waterford and Cork between the two 
clusters of proposed turbines. It is a back to back view 
looking East (a) and West (b). It represents views for 
road users and residents living in the vicinity.” 

Not provided by 3rd Party 

Observer, assumed to be 
the following based on 
desk study and site visits:  

E 602,557                       
N 587,082 
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VP No. Description Grid Ref.  

10 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: 
“Glennaghlough is a dispersed settlement on a minor 
road which runs between the two proposed development 
clusters. The view is looking west towards the Western 
Cluster. It represents the elevated impact that will be 
experiences by residential receptors in this area.” 

Not provided by 3rd Party 
Observer, assumed to be 
the following based on 

desk study and site visits:  

E 601,257                       
N 587,215 

11 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This 
viewpoint is from the minor road running to the west of 
the Western Cluster looking west. It represents local 
residents living in very close proximity to the nearest 
turbines.” 

Not provided by 3rd Party 
Observer, assumed to be 
the following based on 

desk study and site visits:  

E 598,978                       
N 586,903 

 

 

 

Viewpoint 1 – North of Villierstown 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This viewpoint has been 
selected to show views from the north eastern quarter looking across 
the Blackwater River SAC with Camphire house in the foreground. It 
also represents receptors using the Sean Kelly Heritage Cycle Route 
and the scenic Dromona Drive.” 

 View from a local road north of Villierstown in the townland of 

Dromana.  
 It is noted for the sake of clarity that this location, while offering some 

long-range views of a scenic quality, is not a designated scenic route in 

the WCDP. 
 Approximately 8.4 km north-east of the nearest turbine (T1). 
 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on desk study and site visits: E 610,010, N 593,568 
 No. of turbines visible: 14/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 

Valleys and Lowlands – 
High 

Visual Receptor(s) 

and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Medium 

Residents – Medium 
Cyclists - Medium 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

This view is captured from a small local road with a poor surface quality. 
The foreground of the view consists of an improved grassland field sloping 
downwards towards a hedgerow that borders the far end of the field. 

Beyond this a tract of woodland can be seen throughout the midground 
alongside the Blackwater River, which transects the midground. The 
landscape on the far side of the river is flat in close proximity to the river 

but rises and becomes more undulating further from the riverbank, in the 
background of the view. The landcover here is a mosaic of agricultural 
pastureland fields, deciduous woodland and large tracts of coniferous 

plantation forestry. Notably the skyline of the view is largely comprised of 
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Viewpoint 1 – North of Villierstown 

coniferous forestry, a monoculture crop, with the natural focus of views 
from this location towards the river and flat surrounding lands, given their 
higher scenic value.  

Proposed 
Photomontage 
Description 

The turbines eastern cluster of the Proposed Development are seen clearly 
above the skyline of the view. Several of the turbine towers are somewhat 
screened by the intervening plantation forestry. There is some overlap of 

turbines components from this orientation, although it is noted that this will 
change depending on the exact viewing location. Some of the turbines 
blade tips of the western cluster of turbines are also visible from this 

location, in the right background, although these turbines are substantially 
screened from view. All turbines visible in this view are seen above the 
ridgeline in the background of the view, reducing the level of visual 

confusion introduced in this view as a result. 

Cumulative Effects No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium: Motorists travelling along this route are likely low in numbers 
considering the quality of the roadway. There are limited numbers of 
residential receptors located near this viewpoint, with none actually located 

at this viewpoint. The nearby settlement of Villierstown will generally have 
less open views as the one shown in this Photomontage, given the higher 
levels of screening provided by the built infrastructure and vegetation 

present in the village. Cyclists along the Sean Kelly Heritage Cycle Route 
will be acting in a recreational capacity and are the primary reason for the 
this viewpoint being assigned a sensitivity of Medium, although it is noted 

that the cyclists will be primarily focused on views of the River itself, which 
the turbines do not interfere with.  

Magnitude of Change Slight: The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 
and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 

may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration. 

The Proposed Development is seen in the background of the view at as 

distance sufficient to result in a low level of change in terms of the scenic 
amenity attributable to this view. The turbines do not interfere with the 
views of the river Blackwater and are seen as relatively small background 

elements.  

Significance of Effect  Medium x Slight = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment without affecting its sensitivities 

Mitigation Factors  Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 

Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type. 
 The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 

the scale of the turbines, which appear as small background elements 

within the view. 
 Sparsely populated section of road and there are limited numbers of 

nearby residential properties. 
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Viewpoint 1 – North of Villierstown 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 
skyline and do not interfere with the views of a scenic quality of the 
Blackwater River and surrounds.  

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 
which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

Residual Effect 

(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Not Significant (EPA, 2022)                                                                                

An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 

 

Viewpoint 2 – Dromore Viewpoint 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This viewpoint is above 
the Dromore Quay at a crossroads over-looking the river. It represents 
views looking west from the eastern bank of the Blackwater river and 
residential and visiting receptors.” 

 View from a local road in the townland of Dromore.  
 This viewpoint is also located at a Designated Scenic View in the Draft 

Waterford County Development Plan 2022-2028.  
 Approximately 6.4 km east of the nearest turbine (T1).  
 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on desk study and site visits: E 609,633, N 590,692 
 No. of turbines visible: 11/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 

Valleys and Lowlands – 
High 

Visual Receptor(s) 

and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 

Residents – Medium 
Scenic View – High  

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

This view is captured close to a designated scenic view in the Draft 
Waterford County Development Plan 2022-2028. The main focus of the 
designated view is to the north over the Blackwater valley, away from the 

Proposed Development. There are less-expansive, and shorter-ranging views 
in the direction of the Proposed Development. This direction is not the 
scenic focus of the view from this location. 

The foreground of the view is comprised of a gently downwards-sloping 
tilled agricultural field bordered by a hedgerow that can be seen running 
throughout the midground of the view. Beyond this the landscape consists 

of gently undulating rural farmland, with deciduous treelines and hedgerows 
defining the field pattern, and with farmsteads and one-off houses 
interspersed throughout the view. The landform rises in the background to 

form a ridgeline that limits any further views in this direction. These views 
are substantially shorter in terms of distance when compared to the views in 
the opposite direction (not shown in this image). A number of tracts of 

coniferous plantation forestry can be seen on the hills that make up this 
ridgeline.  

The character of the view in this direction is rural and is generally similar to 

other available views in this landscape.  
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Viewpoint 2 – Dromore Viewpoint 

Proposed 
Photomontage 
Description 

Turbines from the eastern cluster are seen to the left-hand side of the 
background and turbines from the western cluster are seen to the right-hand 
side of the background and appear slightly smaller than the western cluster. 

All proposed turbines are seen above the skyline of the view, reducing the 
level of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed Development. The two 
clusters of turbines are visually separated in the view; however, all turbines 

are generally evenly spaced and the layouts are coherent and appropriate 
for this landscape type. There is some screening of the turbine towers of 
certain turbines by the topography and coniferous plantation forestry. In 

addition, six turbines are completely screened by the intervening 
topography.  

Cumulative Effects The existing Barranafaddock turbines, and the existing Woodhouse turbines 

are visible from this general location, however, it is noted that both of these 
existing wind farms are not within the horizontal extent of the views shown 
here. The existing Woodhouse turbines are located in the opposite direction 

to the proposed turbines, creating a combined (in succession – where an 
observer has to turn their head to see the various development.) view of 
turbines from this location. The existing Barranafaddock turbines are seen 

approximately 53 degrees clockwise (to the right-hand side of the rightmost 
proposed turbine in this view) from this viewpoint. This also creates a 
combined, in succession, view of turbines from this location. The 

Barranafaddock turbines are located approximately 20.5km from this 
viewpoint and appear as  

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium: While this view is located proximate to a designated scenic 
viewpoint in the Draft Waterford County Development Plan, the main focus 
of this view is to the north, where there are views of a far-higher scenic 

quality available. In addition, the view shown in this photomontage is not 
representative of views from the main viewing area for this designated view, 
where there will be additional screening provided by the mature hedgerows 

that line the side of the road directed towards the Proposed Development 
from this designated viewpoint. 

Magnitude of Change Slight: The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 

distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 
and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 

This change could be short term or of a short duration. 

The Proposed Development is seen in the background of the view at as 
distance sufficient to result in a low level of change in terms of the scenic 

amenity attributable to this view. The turbines do not interfere with the 
views of the river Blackwater and are seen as relatively small background 
elements. 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Slight = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment without affecting its sensitivities 

Mitigation Factors  The main focus of this designated scenic view is to the north, away from 
the Proposed Development (south-west). There other turbines 

(Barranafaddock) located closer towards the main focus of the scenic 
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Viewpoint 2 – Dromore Viewpoint 

view over the river valley, with the turbines of the Proposed 
Development located further outside of the field of view in this 
direction.  

 Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 
Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type. 

 The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 

the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements within 
the view. 

 Sparsely populated section of road and there are limited numbers of 

nearby residential properties. 
 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 

skyline and do not interfere with the views of a scenic quality of the 

Blackwater River and surrounds (main views of which are in the other 
direction).  

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 

factors) 

Not Significant (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment but without significant consequences. 

 

Viewpoint 3 – Coolbagh, N. of Clashmore 

Viewpoint 

Description and 
Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This viewpoint is further 
south on the east bank of the Blackwater river looking north west and 
represents residential receptors in this elevated area.” 

 View from a local road in the townland of Coolbagh.  

 Approximately 6.8 km east of the nearest turbine (T6).  
 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on desk study and site visits: E 611,162, N 586,277 

 No. of turbines visible: 16/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Provisional LCA 2 River 
Valleys and Lowlands – 

High 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 
Residents – Medium 

Description of 

‘Baseline’ 

This view is captured from a small local road with a poor surface quality. 

The road slopes downwards towards the River Blackwater (which is not 
visible from this location) offering open views over a hedgerow of the 
opposing valley of the river. The foreground of the view consists of an 

agricultural pastureland field that is bordered by a mature hedgerow. Such 
fields commonly make up the majority of the landcover here, with the field 
pattern predominating throughout the view. In addition to these fields there 

are several farmsteads scattered throughout the midground and 
background, as well as a number of deciduous treelines, again bordering 
the agricultural fields. The landform rises in the background of the view 

forming a ridgeline that limit views to medium-distance views. Along the 
ridgeline a number of tracts of coniferous plantation forestry can be seen. 
The landscape is seen to be substantially modified by man in terms of the 

agricultural fields and the tracts of commercial forestry that define the view, 
as well as the electricity lines that introduce vertical elements into the view. 
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Viewpoint 3 – Coolbagh, N. of Clashmore 

The character of the view is rural in nature, and this view is typical of views 
in this area.  

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description 

Both the eastern and western cluster of turbines appear throughout the 

centre background of this view. Turbines from the western cluster appear 
slightly smaller than the eastern cluster, although this effect is minimal from 
this distance. All proposed turbines are seen above the skyline of the view, 

reducing the level of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed 
Development. The turbines are generally evenly spaced, aside from a 
number of overlapping turbines components from more-distant turbines in 

the western cluster, although in general and the layout is coherent and 
appropriate for this landscape type. There is some screening of the turbine 
towers of certain turbines by the topography and coniferous plantation 

forestry, particularly turbines of the western cluster (seen to the right-hand 
side of the line of turbines), where several turbines are almost completely 
screened. The turbines appear behind the ridgeline and so do not obstruct 

or interfere with any longer-ranging views.  

Cumulative Effects No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Low: This viewpoint is located along what is a small local road with likely 
low traffic numbers. The most sensitive receptors are nearby residential 
receptors who are located over 6 km from the nearest turbine. The views 

from this location, representative of likely views of nearby residential 
receptors are, while rural in nature, not of a particularly high scenic quality 
in the first instance. 

Magnitude of Change Slight: The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 

and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration. 

The Proposed Development is seen in the background of the view at as 
distance sufficient to result in a low level of change in terms of the scenic 
amenity attributable to this view. The turbines do not interfere with the 

views of the river Blackwater and are seen as relatively small background 
elements. 

Significance of Effect  Low x Slight = Minor/Negligible = Not Significant (EPA, 2022) 

An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 

Mitigation Factors  The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 
the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements within 
the view. 

 Sparsely populated section of road and there are limited numbers of 
nearby residential properties. 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 

skyline and do not interfere with the views of a scenic quality of the 
Blackwater River valley and surrounds.  

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 
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Viewpoint 3 – Coolbagh, N. of Clashmore 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Not Significant (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 

 

Viewpoint 4 – Monang, S. of Knockanore 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “On the route of 
Waterford Scenic Route 4 and the Sean Kelly Heritage Cycle Route 
looking west towards the site just south of Knockanore. This viewpoint 
represents receptors using this scenic route and local residential 
receptors.” 

 View from a local road in the townland of Kilcockan.  

 This view is captured from a small local road with a poor surface 
quality.  

 There are a number of nearby residential receptors represented by this 

viewpoint, although it is noted that this viewpoint is located at point 
1.3km south of the Kockanore National School and the Sacred Heart 
Church in Knockanore, where there no-to extremely limited views in 

the direction of the Proposed Development. 
 Approximately 4 km east of the nearest turbine (T6). 
 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on desk study and site visits: E 608,109, N 587,853 
 No. of turbines visible: 12/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Prov. LCA 1 South-
Western Upland Plateau 
- Moderate 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – High 
Residents - Medium 
Cyclists - Medium 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

An agricultural pastureland field can be seen in the foreground, bordered 
by a low hedgerow and wire fence. On the other side of this hedgerow sits a 
local road (that is screened from view by the hedgerow) that is bordered on 

the far side by a number of deciduous trees and a roadside hedgerow. An 
electricity line can be seen running through the midground of the view, 
introducing a vertical human element to the view. The midground of the 

view consists of gently rolling agricultural fields. Bordered by low 
hedgerows interspersed with deciduous trees. A number of residential 
dwellings and farmsteads can be seen interspersed throughout the view. 

In the right midground a tract of coniferous plantation forestry can be seen 
to screen views of the agricultural fields in this direction. Another larger 
tract of coniferous plantation forestry can be seen running from the right 

background to the centre-left background, which screens longer-distance 
views in this direction. There are longer-distance views available in the left 
background, where more agricultural fields and commercial forestry can be 

seen, with the landform rising gently to form a ridgeline. Again, the skyline 
in this part of the view is defined by coniferous plantation forestry. The 
character of the view is rural in nature, and this view is typical of views in 

this area. 
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Viewpoint 4 – Monang, S. of Knockanore 

Proposed 
Photomontage 
Description 

There are nine turbines visible from mid-tower up, with 10 turbine hubs 
fully visible. The blades of two additional turbines can also be seen above 
the skyline of the view. The remaining five turbines are completely screened 

from view. From this distance the turbines occupy a medium vertical extent 
in the view. All proposed turbines are seen above the skyline of the view, 
reducing the level of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed 

Development. There are a number of overlapping turbine components from 
this orientation, although this will always occur from certain locations and 
the effect will differ depending on the exact location of the viewer. All 

turbines are viewed within the same viewing direction as the commercial 
forestry seen along the ridgeline in this view. This reduces the level of 
interference that the proposed turbines cause within the higher-quality part 

of this view.  

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium: The change in the view may involve partial obstruction of existing 
view or partial change in character and composition of the baseline through 
the introduction of new elements or removal of existing elements. Likely to 

occur at locations where the development is partially visible over a 
moderate or medium extent, and which are not in close proximity to the 
development. Change may be readily noticeable but not substantially 

different in scale and character from the surroundings and wider setting. 

Motorists travelling along this route are likely low in numbers considering 
the quality of the roadway. There are a number of residential receptors 

located near this viewpoint, with none actually located at this viewpoint. 
Cyclists along the Sean Kelly Heritage Cycle Route will be acting in a 
recreational capacity and are the primary reason for this viewpoint being 

assigned a sensitivity of Medium.  

Magnitude of Change Moderate: The turbines occupy a medium vertical and horizontal extent 
within this view however their addition to the view results in a low level of 

change in terms of the scenic amenity attributable to this view, given that 
they do not obstruct or interfere with the medium-distance views over the 
rural farmland. In addition, the turbines, while changing the character of the 

view, are seen as background elements within the view.  

Significance of Effect  Medium x Moderate = Moderate/Minor = Moderate (EPA, 2022) 

An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters a 
sensitive aspect of the environment. 

Mitigation Factors  This viewpoint is located at point 1.3km south of the Kockanore 

National School and the Sacred Heart Church in Knockanore, where 
there no-to extremely limited views in the direction of the Proposed 
Development. 

 Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 
Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type. 

 The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 

the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements within 
the view. 

 Sparsely populated section of road and there are relatively limited 

numbers of nearby residential properties. 
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Viewpoint 4 – Monang, S. of Knockanore 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 
skyline and do not interfere with the views of the rural farmland.  

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 

factors) 

Slight (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment without affecting its sensitivities 

 

Viewpoint 5 – W. of Knockanore over Killeenagh South  

Viewpoint 

Description and 
Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This viewpoint provides a 
mid-range view from just west of Knockanore looking across the 
settlement of Killeenagh South. It represents the impact for residential 
receptors and road users of a popular local road.” 

 This view is captured from within a privately owned agricultural field 
with no public access in the townland of Killeenagh South. This field is 
located adjacent to a local road where similar views are available. This 

local road is small and has no road markings. 
 This view shows a more open and expansive view than is available for 

the residents of Knocknamore village itself. Viewpoint 3 from the 

original EIAR is a more representative view for these residential 
receptors as it is located immediately adjacent to these receptors. It is 
also noted that this view is not representative of the view from the 

cluster of residential receptors directly west of the viewpoint, 300m 
along the road (the houses which can be seen in the Photomontage) as 
the topography substantially limits available views in the direction of the 

Proposed Development from this location. This view is therefore 
representative of the views of a single resident located to the north of 
this viewpoint, on the other side of the local road.  

 Approximately 3.4 km east of the nearest turbine (T1). 
 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on desk study and site visits: E 607,012, N 589,176 

 No. of turbines visible: 11/17 

LCA and Sensitivity Prov. LCA 1 South-
Western Upland Plateau 

- Moderate 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 
Residents (Single) - 

Low 

Description of 

‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of this view is comprised of an agricultural field border in 

the right foreground to the centre-left foreground by a low hedgerow, on the 
other side of which is a local road. Electricity lines can be seen running 
alongside this road, as well as throughout the midground of the view. The 

land cover of the midground is comprised of agricultural fields defined by 
deciduous treelines and hedgerows. There are a number of residential 
dwellings located along the local road in the centre and right midground. 

The landform is gently undulating, sloping downwards in the foreground 
and rising in the midground, allowing for long-range views from this 
viewpoint, until the rising topography in the background forms a ridgeline 

that contains any longer-ranging views. The background of the view 
primarily consists of commercial plantation forestry comprised of coniferous 
monoculture trees, which can be seen across the entire skyline of the view. 
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Viewpoint 5 – W. of Knockanore over Killeenagh South  

The character of the view is rural in nature, and this view is typical of views 
in this area. 

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description 

Five turbine hubs and the blades of an additional six turbines can be seen 

in the background of this view, above and behind the ridgeline that forms 
the skyline of the view. There is only one turbine where a substantial section 
of the turbine tower can be seen. The remaining six turbines are completely 

screened from view. All proposed turbines are seen above the skyline of the 
view, reducing the level of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed 
Development. In addition, the turbines appear evenly spaced, with minimal 

overlap of turbine components. All turbines are viewed within the same 
viewing direction as the commercial forestry seen along the ridgeline in this 
view. This reduces the level of interference that the proposed turbines cause 

within the higher-quality part of this view, although it is noted there are no 
highly scenic parts to this view given the level of existing human 
interference in the landscape. 

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 

Receptor(s)  

Low – This viewpoint represents a single residential dwelling (to the north) 

and transport receptors travelling along this unmarked local road. Motorists 
travelling along this route are likely relatively low in numbers considering 
the size of the road of the roadway. 

Magnitude of Change Slight: The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 

and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration. 

Significance of Effect  Low x Slight = Minor/Negligible = Not Significant (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 

Mitigation Factors  Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 
Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type. 

 The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 
the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements within 
the view. 

 Sparsely populated section of road and there are limited numbers of 
nearby residential properties. In fact, as outlined above this viewpoint 
represent the views of just one residential receptor. 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 
skyline and do not interfere with the midground views of the rural 
countryside. 

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 
which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

 The majority of the turbine components are screened by the topography 

and forestry, with only the blades of the majority of the visible turbines 
(6/11) seen above the ridgeline.  

Residual Effect 

(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Not Significant (EPA, 2022)                                                                                

An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 
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Viewpoint 6 – Propage 

Viewpoint 
Description and 

Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This view is taken from 
just south of Brown’s Cross Roads from the road which runs along the 
eastern boundary of the Eastern Cluster site. It represents residential 
receptors in this area in close proximity to the proposed development.” 

 View from a local road in the townland of Propoge. This Viewpoint is 

located proximate to two residential dwellings, with a number of 
dwellings located further north and south along the local road with 
likely similar views.  

 Approximately 1.2 km south-east of the nearest turbine (T6). 
 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on desk study and site visits: E 605,437, N 585,962 

 No. of turbines visible: This is unclear given the limited horizontal 
extent of the Photomontage shown, however, within the 39.6 degree 
image there are 5 turbines visible. 

LCA and Sensitivity Prov. LCA 1 South-
Western Upland Plateau 
- Moderate 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 
Residents - High 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the view is comprised of an agricultural field that slopes 
downwards towards a low hedgerow with a number of deciduous trees and 

shrubs interspersed along its path. An electricity line can be seen running 
parallel with this ditch. Another agricultural field can be seen on the other 
side of this hedgerow, throughout the midground, which is backed by a an 

area of commercial plantation forestry. This forestry is bordered by a line of 
native deciduous trees providing some visual softening of the commercial 
forestry monoculture. This forestry is seen throughout the midground. In 

the background of the view the landform can be seen to slope upwards 
towards a ridgeline forming the skyline of the view, with the highest point 
along this ridgeline forming a small hill in the left background. The 

landcover here is a mixture of agricultural fields and the associated 
farmsteads, as well as some deciduous treelines. Further up the hill the land 
is covered by coniferous monoculture forestry, demonstrating a substantial 

level of human interference in the landscape. This forestry is seen 
throughout the background and covers the vast majority of the ridgeline that 
forms the skyline.  

Proposed 
Photomontage 
Description 

The Photomontage shows a view of five turbines visible from this location, 
although there are likely more visible outside of the right-hand horizontal 
extent of the view shown here. It is again noted that the leftmost turbines 

seen is positioned too far to the left, and is actually supposed to be 
positioned on the right side of the small hill seen in the left background. In 
any case, there are a number of turbines fully visible within this view, that 

take up a moderate vertical extent within the view. There is some screening 
provided by the commercial forestry of the lower sections of the turbine 
towers, but the majority of the closest turbines will be visible. The turbines 

are seen as set-back from this location due to the distances involved 
(approx. 1.2 km for the closest turbine) and are seen above the skyline of 
the view, reducing the level of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed 

Development. In addition, the turbines appear evenly spaced, with minimal 
overlap of turbine components. All turbines are viewed within the same 
viewing direction as the commercial forestry seen along the ridgeline in this 
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Viewpoint 6 – Propage 

view. This reduces the level of interference that the proposed turbines cause 
within the higher-quality part of this view. 

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

Medium - This viewpoint is located along a small local road with likely low 
levels of traffic. There are two residential dwellings located nearby with their 

primary views in the direction of the Proposed Development. These views 
are already subject to high levels of human interference in the landscape 
(commercial forestry) and cannot be said to be of a particularly high scenic 

quality.  

Magnitude of Change Moderate: The change in the view may involve partial obstruction of 
existing view or partial change in character and composition of the baseline 

through the introduction of new elements or removal of existing elements. 
Likely to occur at locations where the development is partially visible over a 
moderate or medium extent, and which are not in close proximity to the 

development. Change may be readily noticeable but not substantially 
different in scale and character from the surroundings and wider setting. 

The turbines occupy a medium vertical and horizontal extent within this 

view, however, their addition to the view results in a low level of change in 
terms of the scenic amenity attributable to this view, given that they do not 
obstruct or interfere with the medium-distance views over the rural 

farmland. In addition, the turbines, while changing the character of the 
view, are seen as background elements within the view. 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Moderate = Moderate/Minor = Moderate (EPA, 2022) 
An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters a 
sensitive aspect of the environment. 

Mitigation Factors  The distance of the viewpoint from the Proposed Development reduces 
the scale of the turbines, which appear as background elements 
occupying a moderate vertical extent within the view. 

 Sparsely populated section of road and there are relatively limited 
numbers of nearby residential properties. 

 The turbines are seen as set-back from this location due to the distances 

involved (approx. 1.2 km for the closest turbine) and are seen above the 
skyline of the view, reducing the level of visual confusion introduced by 
the Proposed Development. 

 The turbines are viewed within the background of the view, above the 
skyline and do not interfere with the views of the rural farmland.  

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

Residual Effect 

(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Slight (EPA, 2022)                                                                                

An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment without affecting its sensitivities 
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Viewpoint 7 – Ballydaniel  

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This is a small rural 
settlement of four residential properties directly to the south of the 
Eastern Cluster. The view is from a small rural connecting road and 
represents the visual impact on a group of residential receptors and 
road users.”  

 View from a local road in the townland of Ballydaniel.  

 This view is captured from a small local road of poor road quality. 
There are several residential receptors with these views nearby. The 
views to the east, away from the Proposed Development are long-

ranging and expansive, whereas views towards the site are short-range 
views towards commercial forestry monoculture. 

 Approximately 950m south-east from the nearest turbine (T10). 

 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 
the following based on desk study and site visits: E 604,091, N 584,396 

 No. of turbines visible: 5/17 

LCA and Sensitivity LCT 10b Fissured 
Fertile Middleground 
(Rylane east to 

Waterford) - Low 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 
Residents - High 

Description of 

‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of this view is of an agricultural field which takes up the 

majority of the foreground and midground. A wire fence which borders the 
local road can be seen in close proximity to the viewpoint. The agricultural 
field as border by a low hedgerow with several deciduous trees and shrubs 

interspersed along it. A number of similar fields can be seen behind the 
closest one, with a gentle slope upwards towards the left-hand side of the 
image. Views are restricted to relatively short-distance by the commercial 

plantation forestry that can be seen throughout the background of this view. 
The monoculture forestry obstructs and longer-ranging views in this 
direction. A line of deciduous native trees can be seen in from of the 

commercial forestry providing some visual softening of the views of the 
forestry. 

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description 

There are five turbine hubs visible within this Photomontage, with the 

turbine towers of three of these turbines also visible. The remainder of the 
turbine components and other turbines in the Proposed Development are 
screened by the intervening topography or the commercial forestry. The 

closest turbine (T10) is located just under 1 km from the viewpoint and, 
along with turbine T9 (the second closest turbine) occupies a relatively large 
vertical extent within the view. The proposed turbines are viewed behind an 

initial tract of commercial forestry and on the other side of a high point in 
elevation, providing a degree of separation from the viewpoint and the 
turbines.  

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 

Receptor(s)  

Medium – The viewpoint is mainly representative of the views from several 

residential receptors located approx. 1km from the nearest turbine. While 
residential receptors are generally sensitive receptors, the direction of the 
turbines in relation to these dwellings means that it will be the gable end of 

these properties that will face towards the proposed turbines limiting 
available views of the Proposed Development from these dwellings. In any 
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Viewpoint 7 – Ballydaniel  

case, the views of primary scenic amenity from these dwellings are directed 
away from the Proposed Development, to the east, where the topography 
slopes downwards allowing long-range views over the countryside.  

Magnitude of Change Substantial: Substantial change, where the proposals would result in large-
scale, prominent or very prominent change, leading to substantial 
obstruction of existing view or complete change in character and 

composition of the baseline though removal of key elements or addition of 
uncharacteristic elements which may or may not be visually discordant. This 
includes viewpoints where the proposed development is fully or almost fully 

visible over a wide extent, at close proximity to the viewer. This change 
could be long term or of a long duration. 

The turbines (particularly those closest to the viewpoint) appear to occupy a 

large vertical extent within the view. The turbines do change the character 
of the view in this direction, although it is noted that the baseline character 
of the view is one of commercial forestry operations.  

Significance of Effect  Medium x Substantial = Moderate = Significant (EPA, 2022) 
An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters a 

sensitive aspect of the environment. 

Mitigation Factors  The turbines occupy a limited horizontal extent within the view.  
 There are views of a much higher scenic quality available to the east, 

away from the Proposed Development. Whereas existing views towards 
the Proposed Development site are short-range views of commercial 
forestry.  

 Sparsely populated section of road and there are relatively limited 
numbers of nearby residential properties. 

 The turbines are seen above the skyline of the view, reducing the level 

of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed Development. 
 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 

factors) 

Moderate (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner consistent 

with existing and emerging baseline trends.  

 

Viewpoint 8 – Lyrenacrriga / Property on the R634 

Viewpoint 
Description and 

Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This viewpoint is taken 
from a property on the R634 (Scenic section) at very close proximity to 
the development. It represents the visual impact that will be 
experienced by the residents and properties in the vicinity. It also 
represents views for road users on this scenic section of the R634.” 

 View from the R634 regional road in the townland of Ballynatray 
Commons. This viewpoint is also located along a Co. Cork designated 
scenic route. 

 Approximately 780m west from the nearest turbine (T11). 
 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on desk study and site visits: E 602,708, N 586,246 
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Viewpoint 8 – Lyrenacrriga / Property on the R634 

 No. of turbines visible: This is unclear given the limited horizontal 
extent of the Photomontage shown, however, within the 39.6 degree 
image there are 4 turbines visible. 

LCA and Sensitivity LCT 10b Fissured 
Fertile Middleground 
(Rylane east to 

Waterford) - Low 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Medium 
Residents – High 
Scenic Route - High 

Description of 

‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the view is comprised of a grass-covered residential 

garden, bordered by a dense, low hedgerow. The corner of a single-story 
residential dwelling can be seen in the left side of the image. The residential 
dwelling and garden can be seen to be bordered by a larger agricultural 

field to the east (behind the house) and south (to the right-hand side of the 
image. It is noted that outside of the view to the left-hand side, a tract of 
coniferous plantation forestry borders the garden. An electricity line can be 

seen running throughout the midground, introducing man-made vertical 
elements into the view. The background of the view consists of a large tract 
of coniferous plantation forestry which screens longer-range views and 

restricts visibility to short-range views. The character of the view is rural, 
although the view is towards a substantial level of human interference in the 
landscape (i.e. towards the commercial monoculture forestry) and despite 

the scenic route designation there is no high level of scenic quality to the 
view.  

Proposed 

Photomontage 
Description 

There are four turbine hubs and towers visible within this Photomontage. 

The closest turbine (T11) is located approximately 780m from the viewpoint 
and, along with the other turbines visible here, occupies a relatively large 
vertical extent within the view. The proposed turbines are viewed behind an 

initial tract of commercial forestry, providing a degree of separation from 
the viewpoint and the turbines. 

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

High – This viewpoint represents a number of residential receptors located 
in close proximity to the Proposed Development, although it is noted that 

the primary views of these residents are not directed towards the Proposed 
Development, given the more expansive views available to the west. The 
existing views towards the Proposed Development site are of low scenic 

value. In relation to the overalls scenic route where this viewpoint is located, 
this section has a relatively low level of scenic quality in terms of views.  

Magnitude of Change Moderate: The change in the view may involve partial obstruction of 
existing view or partial change in character and composition of the baseline 
through the introduction of new elements or removal of existing elements. 

Likely to occur at locations where the development is partially visible over a 
moderate or medium extent, and which are not in close proximity to the 
development. Change may be readily noticeable but not substantially 

different in scale and character from the surroundings and wider setting. 

The views of turbines are limited to a moderate horizontal extent, and there 
is likely screening of the majority of the eastern cluster (the cluster in view in 

this Photomontage) of the Proposed Development by the commercial 
forestry. There are no fundamental highly sensitive landscape features 
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Viewpoint 8 – Lyrenacrriga / Property on the R634 

altered as a result of the addition of the Proposed Development into the 
view.  

Significance of Effect  High x Moderate = Moderate = Significant (EPA, 2022) 

An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters a 
sensitive aspect of the environment. 

Mitigation Factors  The turbines occupy a limited horizontal extent within the view, with a 
large number of the turbines within this cluster (eastern cluster) likely 
screened from view from this location.  

 There are views of a higher scenic quality available to the west, away 
from the eastern cluster of the Proposed Development. Whereas existing 
views towards the Proposed Development site are short-range views of 

commercial monoculture forestry.  
 Sparsely populated section of road and there are relatively limited 

numbers of nearby residential properties. 

 The turbines are seen above the skyline of the view, reducing the level 
of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed Development. 

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 
 In relation to the overalls scenic route where this viewpoint is located, 

this section has a relatively low level of scenic quality in terms of views. 

 The turbines are evenly spaced with limited overlap of turbine 
components in the view.  

Residual Effect 

(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Moderate (EPA, 2022)                                                                                

An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner consistent 
with existing and emerging baseline trends 

 

Viewpoint 9a – R634 / Views East and West 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This viewpoint is on the 
R634 (Scenic Section) on the county boundary between Waterford and 
Cork between the two clusters of proposed turbines. It is a back to 
back view looking East (a) and West (b). It represents views for road 
users and residents living in the vicinity.” 

 View from the R634 regional road in the townland of Breeda. This 

viewpoint is also located along a Co. Cork designated scenic route. 
 There are no residential receptors located at or near this viewpoint, 

with the nearest residential dwelling located greater than 500m away. 

This viewpoint is not an accurate representation of a view experienced 
by the closest residential receptor. 

 Approximately 630m west of the nearest turbine (T5). 

 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 
the following based on desk study and site visits: E 602,557, N 587,082 

 No. of turbines visible: This is unclear given the limited horizontal 

extent of the Photomontage shown, however, within the 39.6 degree 
image there are 4 turbines visible. 

LCA and Sensitivity LCT 10b Fissured 

Fertile Middleground 

Visual Receptor(s) 

and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Medium 

Scenic Route - High 
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Viewpoint 9a – R634 / Views East and West 

(Rylane east to 
Waterford) - Low 

Description of 

‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the view consists of a view of the regional road, which is 

bordered by a low hedgerow. A gap in the hedgerow leading to an 
agricultural grassland field is seen in the left midground. This field is seen 
above the hedgerow throughout the view. The topography can be seen to 

slope gently upwards to the left-hand side of the image forming a small 
ridgeline, partially obscuring views of the coniferous forestry in the left 
background of the view. The entirety of the background view is taken up by 

commercial monoculture forestry which screens any longer-range views in 
this direction. The view is of a rural character and is unremarkable in 
nature.   

Proposed 
Photomontage 

Description 

One turbine is seen in almost its full extent in the right background of the 
image, above the line of commercial forestry. The hubs of two other 

turbines and the blades of an addition turbine are visible further form the 
viewpoint in this image. The closest turbine (T11) is located approximately 
780m from the viewpoint and, along with the other turbines visible here, 

occupies a relatively large vertical extent within the view. The proposed 
turbines are viewed behind an initial tract of commercial forestry, providing 
a degree of separation from the viewpoint and the turbines. 

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 

Receptor(s)  

Medium – As stated previously this view does not represent the view of any 

residential receptors and is likely only representative of motorists travelling 
along the regional road. While this is a designated scenic route there is 
limited scenic amenity attributable to this part of the view, considering it is a 

short-range view over a field towards commercial forestry.  

Magnitude of Change Moderate: The change in the view may involve partial obstruction of 
existing view or partial change in character and composition of the baseline 

through the introduction of new elements or removal of existing elements. 
Likely to occur at locations where the development is partially visible over a 
moderate or medium extent, and which are not in close proximity to the 

development. Change may be readily noticeable but not substantially 
different in scale and character from the surroundings and wider setting. 

The views of turbines are limited to a moderate horizontal extent, and there 

is likely screening of the majority of the eastern cluster (the cluster in view in 
this Photomontage) of the Proposed Development by the commercial 
forestry. There are no fundamental highly sensitive landscape features 

altered as a result of the addition of the Proposed Development into the 
view. 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Moderate = Moderate/Minor = Moderate (EPA, 2022) 
An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner consistent 
with existing and emerging baseline trends 

Mitigation Factors  The turbines occupy a limited horizontal extent within the view, with a 
large number of the turbines within this cluster (eastern cluster) likely 
screened from view from this location.  
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Viewpoint 9a – R634 / Views East and West 

 There are views of a higher scenic quality available to the west, away 
from the eastern cluster of the Proposed Development. Whereas existing 
views towards the Proposed Development site are short-range views of 

commercial monoculture forestry.  
 Sparsely populated section of road and there are no residential 

properties represented by this viewpoint. 

 The turbines are seen above the skyline of the view, reducing the level 
of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed Development. 

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 
 In relation to the overalls scenic route where this viewpoint is located, 

this section has a relatively low level of scenic quality in terms of views. 

 The turbines are evenly spaced with limited overlap of turbine 
components in the view.  

 Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 

Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type. 

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 

factors) 

Slight (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment without affecting its sensitivities 

 

Viewpoint 9b – R634 / Views East and West 

Viewpoint 

Description and 
Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This viewpoint is on the 
R634 (Scenic Section) on the county boundary between Waterford and 
Cork between the two clusters of proposed turbines. It is a back to 
back view looking East (a) and West (b). It represents views for road 
users and residents living in the vicinity.” 

 View from the R634 regional road in the townland of Breeda. This 
viewpoint is also located along a Co. Cork designated scenic route. 

 There are no residential receptors located at or near this viewpoint, 
with the nearest residential dwelling located greater than 500m away. 
This viewpoint is not an accurate representation of a view experienced 

by the closest residential receptor. 
 Approximately 630m west of the nearest turbine (T5). 
 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on desk study and site visits: E 602,557, N 587,082 
 No. of turbines visible: 6/17 

LCA and Sensitivity LCT 10b Fissured 

Fertile Middleground 
(Rylane east to 
Waterford) - Low 

Visual Receptor(s) 

and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Medium 

Scenic Route - High 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the image shows a view over a low hedgerow of a grassy 
agricultural field. This field can be seen, along with several others to be laid 

out in a well-structured pattern. The borders of these fields are defined by 
mature hedgerows interspersed with deciduous trees. The topography 
slopes gently downwards away from the viewpoint to a large tract of 

coniferous plantation forestry. This forestry is seen to screen longer-range 
visibility in the right and centre background of side of the view. In the left 
background the topography permits longer range views over the 
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Viewpoint 9b – R634 / Views East and West 

commercial forestry. Within the longer-range view a landscape typical to the 
area can be seen, with farm buildings, deciduous trees and commercial 
monoculture forestry interspersed throughout this part of the view. 

Proposed 
Photomontage 
Description 

There are six turbines visible, seen above the commercial forestry in the 
background of the view. The turbines appear relatively evenly spaced with 
no overlap of turbine components apparent. The turbines occupy a medium 

horizontal and vertical extent within the view. The proposed met mast is 
similarly visible in the left background. The well-ordered layout of the 
turbines from this perspective aligns with the well-ordered field pattern seen 

in the preceding space, creating visual congruency between the Proposed 
Development and the landscape. The turbines are well absorbed within the 
landscape considering their scale within the view available.  

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 

Receptor(s)  

Medium – As stated previously this view does not represent the view of any 

residential receptors and is likely only representative of motorists travelling 
along the regional road. While this is a designated scenic route there is 
limited scenic amenity attributable to this part of the view, considering it is a 

short-range view over a field towards commercial forestry.  

Magnitude of Change Slight:  The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 

distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 
and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 

This change could be short term or of a short duration. 

The views of turbines are limited to a moderate horizontal and vertical 
extent, and there are no fundamental highly sensitive landscape features 

altered as a result of the addition of the Proposed Development into the 
view. The addition of the turbines to the view results in a low level of 
change in terms of the scenic amenity attributable to this view, given that 

they are primarily seen above the commercial forestry and cause minimal 
interference with the medium and long-distance views over the rural 
farmland. In addition, the turbines, while changing the character of the 

view, are seen as background elements within the view. 

Significance of Effect  Medium x Slight = Minor = Slight (EPA, 2022) 
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment without affecting its sensitivities 

Mitigation Factors  Siting and design were developed in accordance with the guidelines for 

Hilly and Flat Farmland landscape character type. 
 The well-ordered layout of the turbines from this perspective aligns with 

the well-ordered field pattern seen in the preceding space, creating 

visual congruency between the Proposed Development and the 
landscape. 

 Existing views towards the Proposed Development site are medium-

range views of commercial monoculture forestry.  
 Sparsely populated section of road and there are no residential 

properties represented by this viewpoint. 

 The turbines are seen primarily above the skyline of the view, reducing 
the level of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed Development. 
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Viewpoint 9b – R634 / Views East and West 

 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 
which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

 In relation to the overalls scenic route where this viewpoint is located, 

this section has a relatively low level of scenic quality in terms of views. 
 The turbines are evenly spaced with limited overlap of turbine 

components in the view.  

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Not Significant (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 

 

 

Viewpoint 10 – Glennaglough 

Viewpoint 

Description and 
Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “Glennaghlough is a 
dispersed settlement on a minor road which runs between the two 
proposed development clusters. The view is looking west towards the 
Western Cluster. It represents the elevated impact that will be 
experiences by residential receptors in this area.” 

 View from a local road in the townland of Glennaglogh.  
 Approximately 1 km east of the nearest turbine (T17). 

 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 
the following based on desk study and site visits: E 601,257, N 587,215 

 No. of turbines visible: This is unclear given the limited horizontal 

extent of the Photomontage shown, however, within the 39.6 degree 
image there are 5 turbines visible. 

LCA and Sensitivity Prov. LCA 1 South-

Western Upland Plateau 
- Moderate 

Visual Receptor(s) 

and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 

Residents - High 

Description of 
‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the image is comprised on agricultural grassland field 
bordered by a wire fence and mature hedgerow. The topography slopes 
downwards forming a small valley, on the opposite side of which a number 

of other agricultural fields can be seen, defined by mature hedgerows 
interspersed with deciduous trees, seen in the midground. A single 
residential dwelling can be seen in the left midground, surrounded by 

mature deciduous trees. The topography rises in the background forming a 
ridgeline that provides visual containment to the view. A large tract of 
mature coniferous plantation forestry can be seen upon the ridgeline in the 

centre background, with some younger commercial forestry seen in the left 
and right background. The character of the view is rural although there is 
evidence of large-scale human interference in the landscape (i.e. the large 

tracts of commercial forestry). 

Proposed 
Photomontage 

Description 

Five turbines can be seen almost in their entirety upon the ridgeline in the 
background of the view. The turbines are seen to occupy a large vertical 

and medium horizontal extent within the view from this location. The 
turbines are viewed in two smaller clusters within this view, with two seen in 
the left background and three more seen in the right background. The 

turbines in general are well spaced and there is minimal overlap of turbine 
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Viewpoint 10 – Glennaglough 

components within the view. The turbines appear to have a degree of 
separation from this viewpoint and appear on the other side of the valley.  

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

High – There are several residential receptors located along this road with a 
similar potential view as the one seen in this photomontage. However, it is 

noted that the current baseline view across the valley, while rural in nature 
is not considered particularly scenic, with limited special aesthetic 
characteristics. Road users are likely limited to local residents given the size 

of the road and the presence of the adjacent regional road to the east.  

Magnitude of Change Moderate: The change in the view may involve partial obstruction of 
existing view or partial change in character and composition of the baseline 

through the introduction of new elements or removal of existing elements. 
Likely to occur at locations where the development is partially visible over a 
moderate or medium extent, and which are not in close proximity to the 

development. Change may be readily noticeable but not substantially 
different in scale and character from the surroundings and wider setting. 

The views of turbines are limited to a moderate horizontal extent, while 

occupying a large vertical extent. There are no fundamental highly sensitive 
landscape features altered as a result of the addition of the Proposed 
Development into the view. 

Significance of Effect  High x Moderate = Moderate = Significant (EPA, 2022) 
An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity alters a 

sensitive aspect of the environment. 

Mitigation Factors  The well-ordered layout of the turbines corresponds with the field 
pattern seen in the preceding space, creating visual congruency between 

the Proposed Development and the landscape. 
 Existing views towards the Proposed Development site are medium-

range views of commercial monoculture forestry.  

 Sparsely populated section of road with limited numbers of residential 
receptors. 

 The turbines are seen primarily above the skyline of the view, reducing 

the level of visual confusion introduced by the Proposed Development. 
 The turbines are seen above tracts of coniferous plantation forestry 

which are a large-scale human intervention in the landscape. 

 The turbines are evenly spaced with limited overlap of turbine 
components in the view.  

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 
factors) 

Moderate (EPA, 2022)                                                                                
An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner consistent 
with existing and emerging baseline trends 

 

Viewpoint 11 – Sandyhill / Local Property 

Viewpoint 
Description and 
Details 

 Description provided by 3rd Party Observer: “This viewpoint is from 
the minor road running to the west of the Western Cluster looking 
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Viewpoint 11 – Sandyhill / Local Property 

west. It represents local residents living in very close proximity to the 
nearest turbines.” 

 View from a local road in the townland of Sandyhill.  

 Approximately 740m west of the nearest turbine (T16). 
 It is noted that there are more expansive views over the rolling 

countryside available to the south-west from this location, away from 

the Proposed Development. 
 Grid Reference: Not provided by 3rd Party Observer, assumed to be 

the following based on desk study and site visits: E 598,978, N 586,903 

 No. of turbines visible: This is unclear given the limited horizontal 
extent of the Photomontage shown, however, within the 39.6 degree 
image there are 2 turbines visible. 

LCA and Sensitivity LCT 10b Fissured 
Fertile Middleground 
(Rylane east to 

Waterford) - Low 

Visual Receptor(s) 
and Sensitivity 

Motorists – Low 
Residents - High 

Description of 

‘Baseline’ 

The foreground of the view is comprised of an agricultural grassland field, 

with a wire fence and hedgerow seen in the left foreground. The agricultural 
field continues into the midground with limited screening elements until the 
far edge of the field, which is bordered by a line of tall, mature deciduous 

trees, which substantially screen any longer-range views in this direction. A 
farm shed and residential dwelling can be seen in the left background. The 
residential dwelling is somewhat screened from view by a mature hedgerow 

that borders the property.   

Proposed 
Photomontage 

Description 

One turbine hub is partially visible above the treeline in the centre 
background of the view. Half the blade of an additional turbine is also 

visible above the treeline in the left background. The turbines occupy a 
large vertical extent within the view but are substantially screened from view 
by the intervening mature treeline, which in summer months will provide 

increased levels of screening than what is seen in this image.  

Cumulative Effects  No other wind farms are visible, there are no cumulative visual effects. 

Sensitivity of Visual 
Receptor(s)  

High – There are several residential receptors located along this road with a 
similar potential view as the one seen in this photomontage. However, it is 
noted that the current baseline view over an agricultural field, while rural in 

nature is not considered particularly scenic, with limited notable aesthetic 
characteristics. Road users are likely limited to local residents given the size 
of the road and the presence of the adjacent regional road to the east. 

Magnitude of Change Slight: The proposals would be partially visible or visible at sufficient 
distance to be perceptible and result in a low level of change in the view 

and its composition and a low degree of contrast. The character of the view 
may be altered, but will remain similar to the baseline existing situation. 
This change could be short term or of a short duration. 

The proposed turbines, while appearing to occupy a large vertical extent 
within the view, are substantially screened by the intervening mature 
treeline. In addition, although not shown in this photomontage shown here, 

the remainder of the Proposed Development is likely substantially screened 
from view from this location. 
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Viewpoint 11 – Sandyhill / Local Property 

Significance of Effect  High x Slight = Moderate/Minor = Moderate (EPA, 2022) 
An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner consistent 
with existing and emerging baseline trends 

Mitigation Factors  Sparsely populated section of road with limited numbers of residential 
receptors. 

 The majority of the turbines are substantially screened from view by the 

intervening mature treeline. As the nearest turbine is located behind this 
treeline within the view, this provides a degree of separation from the 
Proposed Development for this viewpoint.  

Residual Effect 
(incl. mitigating 

factors) 

Moderate (EPA, 2022) 
An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner consistent 

with existing and emerging baseline trends. 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 - 3rd Party Submitted Photomontages -Photomontage Assessment Tables 

Appendix 3 - 3rd Party PMs Photomontage Assessment Tables - D1 - 2022.05.26.docx 

 

 

  
  

 
 


	RFI LVIA Input -F- - 2022.10.03 - 170749e
	1. RFI – Lyrenacarriga LVIA Input
	1.1 Introduction
	1.1.1 Statement of Authority
	1.1.2 Range of Turbine Dimensions Assessed

	1.2 Point A
	1.2.1 The Local Community
	1.2.1.1 Views from the East and South of the Eastern Cluster
	1.2.1.2 Views from the West of the Western Cluster
	1.2.1.3 Conclusion

	1.2.2 Wider Landscape Along the Blackwater River
	1.2.3 Geographical Landscape Context – Blackwater Valley & The Proposed Development
	ZTV Mapping
	Cultural Heritage Receptors
	1.2.3.2 Wider Landscape of the Blackwater River
	Views from the east
	Views from the North
	Conclusion


	1.2.4 The R627 Regional Road

	1.3 Point B
	1.4 Point C
	1.4.1 Landscape Character
	1.4.1.1 Zone of Theoretical Visibility Mapping

	1.4.2 Impact on Scenic Route S45
	1.4.3 Impact on Scenic Route S47
	1.4.4 Impact on Scenic Route S6
	1.4.5 Additional Visual Impacts to be Considered
	L7806 Local Road
	R627 Regional Road

	1.4.6 Impacts on Visual Amenity of Residential Properties
	1.4.7 Submissions of Waterford County Council
	1.4.7.1 Wind Energy Strategy
	1.4.7.2 Settlements


	1.5 Response to Technical Assessment of Photomontages
	1.6 Turbine T5 – Alternative Location


	Appendix 1 - Photomontage Assessment Tables - F - 2022.09.28
	1. Photomontage Assessment Tables
	1.1 Visual Effects: Mitigation Factors:


	Appendix 2 - 3rd Party PMs Photomontage Critique - F - 2022.09.28
	1. 3rd Party Photomontage Critique
	1.1 Introduction
	1.2 Viewpoint 6
	1.3 Viewpoint 7
	1.4 Summary


	Appendix 3 - 3rd Party PMs Photomontage Assessment Tables - F- - 2022.09.28
	1. Photomontage Assessment Tables


